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Thank s for picking up this book. 
We are excited to go on this journey 

with you toward the celebration 
of  the f irst coming of  Jesus. This 
is not a tradit ional advent study 

and is intended to be used starting on 
December 1st and counting down 

to Christmas Day. Sometime before 
that it would be good for you to 
read over the introduction. Our 

prayer for you is that you will be 
over whelmed by the way that God 
worked before and during the f irst 
advent and be more prepared for 

the next.
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Here we are again, it’s wintertime and the Christmas 
season is upon us. For Christians, this is one of the two 
most important seasons of the year shared only with 
Easter in its significance.

It is in this season that we intentionally focus on the 
moment when Jesus, the eternal Son of God, came to 
earth as a baby. In the history of the church, we have 
called this period leading up to Christmas Advent, which 
means “coming” or “arrival.” Specifically, we call it the 
First Advent to distinguish it from the time when Jesus will 
come again (the Second Advent).

Our desire this month is to walk through the scriptures to 

Luke 24:13-15

I N T R O D U C T I O N

THE THINGS

CONCERNING HIMSELF



see how God prepared the world for the coming of Jesus. 
To do this, we are going to take the first twenty days and 
look at Old Testament passages that give us hints as to 
what God was doing with Jesus. Picture yourself in the 
shoes (or sandals) of the folks living through Old Testament 
history. God had made Himself known to human beings 
and established a covenant relationship with them where 
He constantly revealed His will to them in His Word.

For the ones living this out in the Old Testament, they 
were slowly getting to figure out what God was doing 
as history unfolded, but for those of us who are looking 
back, we can see the meticulous sovereignty of God. 
It’s like an episode of Bob Ross’s Joy of Painting (and if 
you haven’t watched it… you should). In every episode, 
he will start in the background and work his way to the 
front. At first, you don’t really know what he’s painting, 
but then it slowly starts to take shape, and you realize 
that he’s had this whole plan going to make it look 
beautiful. But then, all of a sudden, he will ruin it. He’ll 
have a perfect landscape and then draw a rock, or tree, 
or mountain right in front of it, and you think, “You’ve 
ruined it, Bob.” Then he turns that tree or rock into a 
perfect complement to the rest of the painting.

In addition to God’s sovereignty, we are going to be 
overwhelmed by His grace. As we look through these 
people that God chose to be in the line of Jesus, we’re 



not going to see many rock stars. In fact, the most con-
sistent thing about these ancestors in the faith is their 
failings. Doug Wilson will always talk about how God 
“writes straight with crooked lines,” and that is exactly 
what we are going to see as we follow God’s plan for 
our salvation. 

But this should also be an encouragement to us. I mean, 
if God can use a murdering adulterer, then He can use 
me.

You might be asking yourself, “That sounds great, but is 
all that stuff in the Old Testament really about Jesus?” If 
that’s you, great question. That’s why we are going to 
introduce this season by looking at one of my favorite 
passages in all of the Bible.

THAT VERY DAY TWO OF THEM WERE GOING TO A VILLAGE 
NAMED EMMAUS, ABOUT SEVEN MILES FROM JERUSALEM, AND 

THEY WERE TALKING WITH EACH OTHER ABOUT ALL THESE 
THINGS THAT HAD HAPPENED.

WHILE THEY WERE TALKING AND DISCUSSING TOGETHER, JESUS 
HIMSELF DREW NEAR AND WENT WITH THEM. BUT THEIR EYES 

WERE KEPT FROM RECOGNIZING HIM.

AND HE SAID TO THEM, “WHAT IS THIS CONVERSATION
THAT YOU ARE HOLDING WITH EACH OTHER AS YOU WALK?”

AND THEY STOOD STILL, LOOKING SAD. THEN ONE OF THEM, 
NAMED CLEOPAS, ANSWERED HIM, “ARE YOU THE ONLY VISITOR 



TO JERUSALEM WHO DOES NOT KNOW THE THINGS THAT HAVE 
HAPPENED THERE IN THESE DAYS?”

AND HE SAID TO THEM, “WHAT THINGS?”

AND THEY SAID TO HIM, “CONCERNING JESUS OF NAZARETH, A 
MAN WHO WAS A PROPHET MIGHTY IN DEED AND WORD BEFORE 
GOD AND ALL THE PEOPLE, AND HOW OUR CHIEF PRIESTS AND 
RULERS DELIVERED HIM UP TO BE CONDEMNED TO DEATH, AND 

CRUCIFIED HIM. BUT WE HAD HOPED THAT HE WAS THE ONE 
TO REDEEM ISRAEL. YES, AND BESIDES ALL THIS, IT IS NOW THE 
THIRD DAY SINCE THESE THINGS HAPPENED. MOREOVER, SOME 

WOMEN OF OUR COMPANY AMAZED US. THEY WERE AT THE 
TOMB EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND WHEN THEY DID NOT FIND 

HIS BODY, THEY CAME BACK SAYING THAT THEY HAD EVEN SEEN 
A VISION OF ANGELS, WHO SAID THAT HE WAS ALIVE. SOME OF 
THOSE WHO WERE WITH US WENT TO THE TOMB AND FOUND IT 
JUST AS THE WOMEN HAD SAID, BUT HIM THEY DID NOT SEE.” 

AND HE SAID TO THEM, “O FOOLISH ONES, AND SLOW OF HEART 
TO BELIEVE ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN! WAS IT NOT 

NECESSARY THAT THE CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER THESE THINGS 
AND ENTER INTO HIS GLORY?”

AND BEGINNING WITH MOSES AND ALL THE PROPHETS, HE 
INTERPRETED TO THEM IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES THE THINGS 

CONCERNING HIMSELF.

 LUKE 24:13-27

As you can see, this passage is recounting an interaction 
between the risen Jesus and two of His disciples. They 
are in mourning because they truly believed that Jesus 
was the promised Messiah from the Old Testament. They 
believed He was going to be the one who would redeem 
Israel. But then Jesus died. These were good Jews, raised 



on the Old Testament, and they did not have room in their 
theology for a crucified Messiah. And, to be honest, we 
can’t blame them. When we look at the Old Testament, 
it is filled with predictions of a glorious, kingly Messiah. 
This is very appealing and easy to believe. Even in this 
study, these are the ones we are going to focus on the 
most. But we need to see the whole picture, and that is 
what Jesus reminded them of. He says they are being 
foolish, and not believing all that the prophets had 
spoken. Do you see that? They believe some of what the 
prophets were saying: the triumphant, kingly, Messiah. 
But they weren’t believing all of what the prophets had 
said. Jesus then redirects them and reminds them that the 
Bible told of the sufferings of the Messiah and His glory.

Finally, we get to verse twenty-seven, which is going to 
provide the trajectory for this study. Luke tells us that Jesus 
goes on to show them from the Old Testament how 
everything was pointing to Him. This is so cool. This 
ranks up in my top five events in history that I would love 
to witness. Here we have Jesus teaching an autobiographical, 
Old Testament survey. How fun would that be?! It is in 
light of that we will be going from Genesis to Malachi, 
looking at how God was preparing the world for the 
coming of Jesus. We will follow a lot of twisted paths (and 
twisted people) to see that God is totally gracious and 
sovereign over all of the affairs of men. We will see that 
God is a covenant-making God and a covenant-keeping 



God even when it looks like we are doing everything in 
our power to undercut His word.

We are excited that you are going through this journey 
with us. This guide could also provide you with something 
you could walk through with your family or small group. 
Our desire through this is that you will be able to stand 
back and marvel at God’s grace and sovereignty, and 
focus on God in this season and that we will all join 
with the angels singing,

 “GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST,”

LUKE 2:14

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. What do you usually focus on as you prepare for
Christmas?

2. Have you ever really thought about how all of the
Old Testament is about Jesus?

3. Take some time and think through your favorite Old
Testament passage and how it could be pointing toward
Jesus.





THE LORD GOD SAID TO THE SERPENT, “BECAUSE YOU HAVE 
DONE THIS, CURSED ARE YOU ABOVE ALL LIVESTOCK AND 

ABOVE ALL BEASTS OF THE FIELD; ON YOUR BELLY YOU SHALL 
GO, AND DUST YOU SHALL EAT ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. 
I WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN YOU AND THE WOMAN, AND 

BETWEEN YOUR OFFSPRING AND HER OFFSPRING; HE SHALL 
BRUISE YOUR HEAD, AND YOU SHALL BRUISE HIS HEEL.”

LET’S GET STARTED

In the words of Maria from The Sound of Music, “Let’s 
start at the very beginning, a very good place to start…” 
It’s December 1st, and we are starting our journey 
through the Old Testament, which will culminate in the 
birth of Jesus, so why shouldn’t we start in the first book 
of the Bible? You might have read the above passage 

Genesis  3:14-15
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and thought, “That seems weird. Why would we start 
a season that focuses on the coming of Jesus with God 
cursing the serpent in the garden?” Great question. The 
answer is because this is where we see the very first 
glimpse into God’s rescue plan for humanity

THE FIRST GOSPEL
Theologians have dubbed this passage the proto-Evan-
gelion, which is a fancy, Latiny way of saying, “the first 
Gospel.” The reason they have done this is because it 
contains a promise that God is going to send someone 
to crush the head of the serpent (which we all know is 
Satan). As you know, God gave Adam and Eve one 
command to follow -- they could eat from any tree of the 
garden except for the one in the middle called “the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil.” However, when 
they failed to keep this command, God disciplined them. 

We see several consequences of this for mankind, like 
increased difficulty in working the land and increased 
pain in bearing children. Then we see that God cursed 
the serpent (Satan’s instrument in the garden) and then 
Satan himself. But even in this just punishment, we can 
see the grace of God. There are several ways we see 
this. First, God didn’t kill them immediately. They were 
told that they would “surely die” if they disobeyed, but 
God didn’t execute them on the spot. Instead, we see 
that they (and we) became mortal. Instead of living forever 



with God on earth, we now have a ticking clock that will 
lead to our physical death. But secondly, God promised 
to provide a remedy for our sin. He promised that He 
was going to send someone that was going to crush Satan’s 
head.

THE FINER POINTS

“I WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN YOU AND THE WOMAN, AND 
BETWEEN YOUR OFFSPRING AND HER OFFSPRING; HE SHALL 

BRUISE YOUR HEAD, AND YOU SHALL BRUISE HIS HEEL.”

GENESIS 3:15

There are two aspects of this passage that really stand 
out in significance. First, notice that God talks about 
“her offspring.” Isn’t it interesting that He doesn’t say 
“their offspring” referring to Adam and Eve, but instead 
it’s simply “her offspring?” This is interesting because it 
could be the first hint of the virgin birth of Christ.

Secondly, it’s a little confusing because it talks about 
bruising heels and heads. What should we make of this?

The significance here is not about the bruising but about 
the objects being bruised. This word for bruise is also 
translated “crush” in some versions and in Job 9:17. 
God was going to send someone who would be born of 



a woman (and maybe not with the help of a man), and 
He would be injured by Satan (see also the hint towards 
a “suffering servant”). He would have His heal crushed 
by the serpent. But this coming redeemer was going to 
crush the head of this serpent, of Satan himself.

REFLECTION
So what should we be thinking about this first day of 
December as we are anticipating Christmas? We should 
marvel at God’s plan for our salvation. We need to step 
back and reflect on the fact that even though we have 
an all-powerful, just God who will not let sins go 
unpunished, He also takes it upon Himself to deal 
eternally with our sin. At the very moment of our first sin, 
we can see that God had a plan to save us. From the 
beginning, we can see that God is not only wholly just; 
He is also wholly gracious. And not only that, but we 
also see His grace in letting us know (even just a little bit) 
about what He is up to in His plan to bring us back to a 
relationship with Himself.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Have you ever reflected on the fact that even when
handing out these curses that God was being gracious?

2. What did Jesus do to fulfill this promise? How did He
do that? And what does that mean for us?





NOW THE LORD SAID TO ABRAM, “GO FROM YOUR COUNTRY 
AND YOUR KINDRED AND YOUR FATHER’S HOUSE TO THE LAND 

THAT I WILL SHOW YOU.  AND I WILL MAKE OF YOU A GREAT NATION, 
AND I WILL BLESS YOU AND MAKE YOUR NAME GREAT, SO THAT 
YOU WILL BE A BLESSING. I WILL BLESS THOSE WHO BLESS YOU, 
AND HIM WHO DISHONORS YOU I WILL CURSE, AND IN YOU ALL 

THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH SHALL BE BLESSED.”

COSMIC GOSPEL

“Joy to the world the Lord is come, let earth receive her 

King!” I love the song “Joy to the World.” It’s so good 

because, in it, we get to sing about a salvation that God 

has for the whole world. Not only that, but in the third 

verse, Isaac Watts tells us that what Jesus is doing has 

Gensis  12:1-3
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enormous cosmic implications. He is reversing the curse! 

This is awesome!

IT STARTED WITH ONE MAN

If you are not on a Bible plan where you read through 
the whole Bible every year, then you need to be. And 
when you read through the Bible, you need not allow 
yourself to become numb to some of your favorite Bible 
stories like Father Abraham. Sure we know that “many 
sons had Father Abraham,” but it is really important that 
we pause and reflect on what a crazy turn of events this 
is because the Creator of the universe singles out one 
man with whom to have this covenant relationship.

So here we have Abraham, minding his own business, 
doing nothing for which God should reward him, and 
then, seemingly out of nowhere, God introduces 
Himself. Wow. What is happening here? Because we 
have been following along in the flow of salvation 
history, we know that God has already promised that 
He is going to send a Man (born of a woman) to provide 
salvation. And if we are reading the Bible with this in 
mind, then as soon as we see Eve get pregnant in chapter 
four, we think this might be the One. In fact, I think that is 
exactly what Eve was thinking. Look what she says.



“I HAVE GOTTEN A MAN WITH THE HELP OF THE LORD.”

GENESIS 4:1

It’s possible she was thinking that this was the One that 
God promised. But Cain turned out to be the opposite 
of a Messiah, and that didn’t work out. Then time goes 
by, and people forget the Lord over and over. Finally, 
we get to Abraham, and God chooses him to establish 
a covenant.

COVENANTS, TESTAMENTS, AND 
PROMISES

When we say that God is establishing a covenant 
relationship with Abraham (he’s actually still called 
Abram at this point, but you know who we’re talking 
about), what we mean is that God is making a promise 
to him that He is going to fulfill. This moment provides a 
hinge in all of human history. The immaterial, all-powerful, 
Creator God is initiating a personal relationship with 
a sinful human being. Everything that comes after this 
(a.k.a. history) needs to be seen in light of this singular 
event.

So what exactly is God promising Abraham at this point? 



Let’s look at the deets.

- “Make a great nation from you”
- “Bless you”
- “Make your name great”
- “You will be a blessing”
- “Bless those who bless you”
- “Curse those who curse you”
- “Bless all the families of the earth through you”

As we look at these, we realize that this is a pretty sweet 
gig. This is compounded even more when we remember 
that at this point, Abraham is seventy-five years old, and he 
doesn’t have any kids. The first six of these promises are really 
straightforward. God is going to make a great nation out 
of Abraham’s family. We can assume that this blessing is 
going to involve all kinds of land, possessions, livestock, 
and property. And more than that, God is going to 
look out for him. This is a kind of adoption where God 
is providing not only Abraham’s provisions but also his 
protection. Those who are good to Abraham will be 
taken care of by God, and those who seek his harm will 
be avenged by God.

None of these are really hard to understand. It is the 
last promise that is a bit confusing. What exactly could 
God mean by saying that the whole earth is going to be 
blessed through Abraham?



What could Abraham do to affect the whole world?

This is where it gets really good.

The answer is… nothing.

Abraham couldn’t possibly do something that would affect 
the whole world. This is something that only God can do.

When we look back at this through the lens of the Gospel, 
we see that God is narrowing the means by which He 
is fulfilling the promise He made to Eve way back in the 
garden. The serpent crusher that God told Adam and 
Eve about is going to come through the family of Abraham. 
This is the only way that the whole world is going to be 
blessed through him. And this will be accomplished not 
through land and livestock but through the Messiah 
reversing the curse!

REFLECTION

So what do we need to be thinking about as we look 
forward to Christmas? We need to remember that God 
is good and that He keeps His promises. Jesus coming 
to earth as a baby was not just some sort of isolated, 
haphazard event but was the fulfillment of His promise.



God chose Abraham out of all the people on the earth 
and made a covenant with him. This is the beginning of 
the Jewish nation. But notice that from the beginning, 
God did not just intend to bring salvation to the Jews, 
but also through the Jewish people. What an amazing 
promise! Not only do we see the promise that God made 
to Adam and Eve narrowing through Abraham and his 
descendants but also expanding to include the Gentiles. 
Praise God that in giving this blessing to Abraham, He 
also promised to bless us too.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Have you ever thought about the fact that Abraham
didn’t do anything to deserve to be the father of God’s
people?

2. What about the fact that we could never do anything
on our own to earn God’s favor?

3. If God promised that he was going to bless the whole
world through Abraham, what does our part in that need
to be? What should we be doing with this good news?





ON THAT DAY THE LORD MADE A COVENANT WITH ABRAM, 
SAYING, “TO YOUR OFFSPRING I GIVE THIS LAND.”

THE PROMISED SON

If you haven’t done it yet, you should really read this 
whole chapter. But if not, let’s walk through it and show 
how God is continuing the promise to Abraham.

When the chapter starts out, Abraham is bummed 
because he still doesn’t have a child of his own. He tells 
God that he still doesn’t have an heir to inherit the promises 
that God gave to him. This is where God takes him out 
and shows him all the stars in the sky and promises him 

Gensis  15:18
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that he is going to give him that many descendants and 
that they would come from his own son.

THE ONE SIDED PROMISE

It’s at this point that God makes the covenant official. To 
our modern eyes, this might look really weird. I mean, 
why would God have Abraham cut these animals in 
half? For us to understand what is happening, we need 
to have a little knowledge of ancient covenants.

It was common in their culture to perform ceremonies 
like this where two people would come together and 
make a promise to each other. Then they would cut open 
an animal and walk together in between them. In doing 
this, they were saying that they were so serious about 
keeping their end of the bargain that if they didn’t keep 
their word, then they should get cut in half just like these 
animals. Crazy, right?! You had to be really sure you 
could keep your promise before you would commit to 
something like this.

What gets really interesting is that Abraham didn’t walk 
through the animals. Only God did. You see, God put 
Abraham into a deep sleep and went through the 
covenant ceremony by Himself. This means that God 
is taking the full responsibility to keep the covenant on 



Himself. This is awesome because if it was going to be 
up to Abraham to fulfill it, then he would fail. He couldn’t 
even have a kid on his own. But thankfully, God will 
always keep His word.

THE CURVEBALL

Now we get to the hardest part of the covenant to 
understand. Let’s look a little closer at the words that 
God says to Abraham when He makes this promise. 
God says,

 “KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT YOUR OFFSPRING WILL BE 
SOJOURNERS IN A LAND THAT IS NOT THEIRS AND WILL BE 
SERVANTS THERE, AND THEY WILL BE AFFLICTED FOR FOUR 

HUNDRED YEARS. BUT I WILL BRING JUDGMENT ON THE NATION 
THAT THEY SERVE, AND AFTERWARD THEY SHALL COME OUT 

WITH GREAT POSSESSIONS.”

GENESIS 15:13-14

What?!

Did God just promise Abraham that his descendants will 
be slaves?

Yep, you read it correctly.



That is fascinating. What in the world are we to make of 
this? We need to realize that God is sovereign over all 
of the things that happen in the world, and even when it 
looks like He might be out of control or that His people 
aren’t experiencing the good things we think they should 
be experiencing, God is still keeping His word. And with 
the people of Israel, part of the promise was to make 
them great. You and I might have just showered dollar 
bills on them, but God did it by taking them into slavery 
and then sending them out with “great possessions.” 
(See also Acts 13:17)

REFLECTION

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, let’s pause and 
think through what we know so far. We know that God 
has promised that He is going to send a Messiah. We 
know that a man, born of a woman, is going to be born 
to crush the head of the serpent. And we know that He 
is going to come through Abraham’s line and be a 
blessing to the world.

As we look back on all that God did leading up to Jesus, 
we can be confident He is truly in control. There will be 
plenty of times in this journey leading up to Christ’s 
advent where we are not going to have any clue how 
God is going to pull this off, and then all of a sudden, He 



will. Not only this, but as we reflect back on how God 
has kept His promises, we can be even more confident 
that He will continue to keep His promises.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Did you ever notice that the covenant that God made
to Abraham was “one-sided”? What does that mean for
the covenant that God has made with us?

2. What is the significance of the fact that God promised
Abraham that his people would be slaves for 400 years
before they inherited the “promised land”?

3. Think about the fact that God makes promises as if
the time in between doesn’t matter at all and what that
means for how we can put our trust in His Word.





AND GOD SAID TO ABRAHAM, “AS FOR SARAI YOUR WIFE, YOU 
SHALL NOT CALL HER NAME SARAI, BUT SARAH SHALL BE HER 
NAME. I WILL BLESS HER, AND MOREOVER, I WILL GIVE YOU A 

SON BY HER. I WILL BLESS HER, AND SHE SHALL BECOME NATIONS; 
KINGS OF PEOPLES SHALL COME FROM HER.”

THEN ABRAHAM FELL ON HIS FACE AND LAUGHED AND SAID TO 
HIMSELF, “SHALL A CHILD BE BORN TO A MAN WHO IS A HUNDRED 

YEARS OLD? SHALL SARAH, WHO IS NINETY YEARS OLD, BEAR 
A CHILD?” AND ABRAHAM SAID TO GOD, “OH THAT ISHMAEL 

MIGHT LIVE BEFORE YOU!”

GOD SAID, “NO, BUT SARAH YOUR WIFE SHALL BEAR YOU A 
SON, AND YOU SHALL CALL HIS NAME ISAAC. I WILL ESTABLISH 
MY COVENANT WITH HIM AS AN EVERLASTING COVENANT FOR 

HIS OFFSPRING AFTER HIM. AS FOR ISHMAEL, I HAVE HEARD YOU;

BEHOLD, I HAVE BLESSED HIM AND WILL MAKE HIM FRUITFUL 
AND MULTIPLY HIM GREATLY. HE SHALL FATHER TWELVE PRINCES, 
AND I WILL MAKE HIM INTO A GREAT NATION. BUT I WILL ESTABLISH 
MY COVENANT WITH ISAAC, WHOM SARAH SHALL BEAR TO YOU 

AT THIS TIME NEXT YEAR.”

Genesis  17:15-21
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WHEN OUR SOLUTION... ISN’T

Sometimes we can get tired of waiting for God to work, 
and we decide to take matters into our own hands. After 
all, we might be thinking something like, “Maybe God 
is going to fulfill his promise through my creative 
problem-solving.” But as is often the case, this type of 
solution turns out not to solve anything. That is exactly 
what we see happening with Abraham and Sarah. God 
had promised Abraham that God was going to give 
him a son, but this didn’t seem to be happening and his 
wife, Sarah, kept getting older and older. This is what 
happened in chapter sixteen.

We can only imagine the disappointment, frustration, or 
anger Sarah may have been experiencing. God had 
promised to give her husband a kid, and she just wasn’t 
getting pregnant. What was she to do? In her case, she 
took matters into her own hands and told Abraham to 
have a baby with her servant Hagar.

But this didn’t fix it. Sure, God gave Hagar a baby, but 
that wasn’t what God had in mind. And really, how 
could it be? Abraham had a wife, and God promised 
him a child. Surely He meant the child to come from 
his wife.



NARROWING AND EXPANDING

When we get to chapter seventeen, God renews the 
covenant He made with Abraham. First, He gives him 
a new name. His old name, Abram, meant “exalted 
father.”

Let’s pause for a minute and recognize the irony here. 
Up to this point, Abram had lived ninety-nine years with 
a name that means “father” and did not have any children 
(imagine how much he must have been made fun of). 
And then, to make it worse, God changed his name to 
something even more ironic and renamed him Abraham 
which means, “father of a multitude.”

God had promised him a son, and he had gotten one, 
but not the way God had wanted. God then deals with 
Abraham so graciously and narrows His promise to let 
him know that the son that is going to carry on his line 
will be from his wife, Sarah. This is where God brings 
Sarah into the covenant as well. To make this clear, God 
changes her name too. Before this time, she was called 
Sarai, but God changes it to Sarah. The reason for this 
is a little unclear since they are just different forms of the 
same word, but most people think that the distinction has 
to do with the fact that she is going to be a princess to a 
nation and not just to Abraham. So we can see it narrowing 
to Isaac but expanding to include Sarah.



However, this is not the only expansion we see in this 
passage. God tells Abraham that the covenant He is 
making with Isaac is going to be an “everlasting covenant.” 
This should get us thinking bigger than lands and families 
to something way bigger. Of course, Abraham wouldn’t 
know this at the time, but as we look back, we can see 
that God is not just planning for something here on earth 
but on a covenant that will last forever.

REFLECTION

So how does this affect the way we are looking forward 
to the birth of Jesus? We need to pause and reflect on 
the fact that God is a good God who can be trusted. 
We can have confidence that God is always going to 
keep His promises even when it looks impossible. Our 
God is a God who does the impossible. When I talk to 
my kids about miracles, we talk about how a miracle is 
“something only God can do.” Not only is He the only 
one capable of working miracles, but it is also the way 
He seems to work best. This way, we can know for sure 
that it was God who did it.

That is exactly what we see here. Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old, and his wife was ninety. They tried their whole 
lives to have children but couldn’t do it. Having kids for 
them was going to be impossible. But when God makes 



a promise, even to accomplish the impossible, He will 
fulfill it. And, just like God was able to give a baby to 
an old, married woman like Sarah, He is the only one 
who can give a baby to a young, unmarried woman 
like Mary.

We need to apply this to our lives as well. When we look 
around us today, it might seem like God isn’t in control. 
It might seem like bad stuff is all around us, and nothing 
good could come from it. But, we need not let that keep 
us from trusting God to work the impossible.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Have you ever felt like you knew better than God
and tried to take matters into your own hands instead of
trusting Him?

2. Have you ever been overwhelmed by how bad things
look in the world around us, and it caused you to doubt
the goodness of God?

3. Take a couple minutes and look at how God worked
in Abraham’s life and how He was working everything
out to bring us salvation. What does that mean for us in
our lives today?





“THROUGH ISAAC SHALL YOUR OFFSPRING BE NAMED.”

ALL KINDS OF LAUGHTER

There are all kinds of laughter. We have all been in a sit-
uation where you are not supposed to be laughing… but 
you do… and that makes it worse. Why is it that things 
are so much funnier when you’re not allowed to laugh?

When we look at the events surrounding the promise 

and birth of Isaac, we see everyone laughing, but not 

in the same way. And let’s not forget that Isaac’s name, 

itself, means “laughter.” So what is going on here? Let’s 

Genesis  21:12
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look at this in detail to see the way that God is working 

out His plan for our salvation.

ABRAHAM LAUGHS

The first person we see laughing at this is Abraham. As 

you remember, in chapter seventeen (verse seventeen), 

God told Abraham that he would have a son and his first 

response was to fall on his face and laugh.

But why is he laughing?

First, we need to notice that he falls on his face before 

God in worship. Whatever else he is thinking, he is 

giving honor to God. Then we see him laugh, but it 

looks like this is just a good-hearted laugh. After all, 

he’s nearly one hundred years old, and his wife is way 

past the age for women to have kids. He’s laughing… 

because this is funny and because he believes that this 

super old married couple is going to have a baby. You 

have to laugh at that imagery. Do you know a ninety-

year-old lady? Can you picture her in the hospital room 

holding a tiny newborn baby? It’s a really funny picture.



BUSTED

Next, we see that Sarah laughs. In chapter eighteen, 
Sarah overhears God telling Abraham that she is going to 
have a baby in the next year, and she laughs. This time 
it isn’t well received. Why is that? Isn’t this the same thing 
Abraham did a chapter earlier? Not necessarily. Sure 
they both laughed, but it was a different kind of laughter. 
When Abraham laughed, he was laughing out of faith, 
believing that God would do the impossible. When Sarah 
laughed, it was out of disbelief. Look at the response that 
her laughter gets from God. When she laughs, God asks 
her a question that exposed her lack of faith, saying, “Is 
anything too hard for the Lord?”

Sarah was a bitter woman. She had wanted children her 
whole life and couldn’t have them. When God said this, 
it sounded like a cruel joke. You can picture her in her 
tent scoffing, “Oh, now you want me to have a baby?…. 
sure, right…”

JOY TO THE WORLD

Now that we are caught up, let’s look at what happens 

here in chapter twenty-one. Sarah indeed becomes 

pregnant, and when Abraham is one hundred years old, 

they have a son named Isaac. Sarah is bursting with joy 



that she cannot contain. The only way to express it is with 

laughter. She proclaims,

“GOD HAS MADE LAUGHTER FOR ME; EVERYONE WHO HEARS 
WILL LAUGH OVER ME.”

GENESIS 21:6

This is so exciting. It’s so easy to get drawn into this scene 
and laugh with her. This is a contagious sort of laughter. 
She realizes the humor in this and rejoices in it. Everyone 
who hears about this will laugh alongside her and be 
filled with joy.

PUSHED ASIDE

Finally, the last person we see laughing is Hagar. 
Remember her? She isn’t happy with this situation at 
all. Up until this point, her son, Ishmael, was going to 
be Abraham’s heir. But now that Sarah has a son of her 
own, neither she nor Ishmael are needed anymore.

Abraham had thrown a huge party for Isaac, and 
everyone is rejoicing— everyone except Hagar. Sarah 
looks over and sees that Hagar is laughing at her. This 
situation looks like the classic example of “laughing at 
someone” instead of “laughing with someone”. Sarah 



can’t handle it and tells Abraham to send her away. 

Whoa? That’s a pretty big deal. I mean, Ishmael is still 
Abraham’s son. But God tells him not to worry about it 
but to do as Sarah has said. Then, He tells Abraham that 
He is still going to bless Ishmael and make him into a 
great nation too. It just won’t be the nation that he promised 
to Isaac.

So even in this, we can see God’s amazing grace in 
the middle of our failures. Sarah and Abraham tried to 
shortcut their way to help God fulfill His promise and 
disobeyed him. Yet God, in His grace, still blesses the 
son that Abraham had out of disbelief.

REFLECTION

Today we have looked at four different types of laughter 
surrounding the birth of Isaac: good-hearted laughter 
out of faith, the laughter of disbelief, joyful contagious 
laughter, and mocking laughter. How is this supposed 
to help us focus on the Christmas season? All of these 
represent different ways in which someone could respond 
to the word of God. We need to make sure that we are 
responding properly to what God has said to us, even 
when it seems impossible.



As we continue on this Old Testament journey to the 
Messiah, we will see God working in completely 
unlooked-for ways. This should strengthen our faith 
in Him. God will always keep His promises. We have 
overwhelming testimony confirming this truth throughout 
the Bible and in our own individual lives. Let’s stop and 
thank God for working in ways that we could have never 
anticipated and marvel at His total sovereignty over all 
things: past, present, and future.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. When things around us seem like God might be out of
control, we need to ask ourselves the same question that
God asks of Sarah, “Is anything to hard for the Lord?”

2. Along these same lines we know that scripture says
that, “for those who love God all things work together
for good,” (Rom 8:28), and we can be tempted to have
a mocking laughter when in reality. This is an opportunity to
trust God. What are some things that we can trust God
with today?





AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD CALLED TO ABRAHAM A SECOND 
TIME FROM HEAVEN AND SAID,

“BY MYSELF I HAVE SWORN, DECLARES THE LORD, BECAUSE YOU 
HAVE DONE THIS AND HAVE NOT WITHHELD YOUR SON, YOUR 

ONLY SON, I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU, AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY 
YOUR OFFSPRING AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN AND AS THE SAND 

THAT IS ON THE SEASHORE.

AND YOUR OFFSPRING SHALL POSSESS THE GATE OF HIS ENEMIES, 
AND IN YOUR OFFSPRING SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE 

EARTH BE BLESSED, BECAUSE YOU HAVE OBEYED MY VOICE.”

A CONTRADICTING COMMAND

You’ll notice that the Scripture for today is really 
encouraging, but the trip from the beginning of the 
chapter to the end of the chapter is an emotional 
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rollercoaster. During the past couple of days, we have 
been focused on how God is going to fulfill His promise 
to Abraham through Isaac. He has been very clear 
on that.

But here, we get one of the most confusing commands in 
all of the Bible.

In verse two, God says to Abraham,

“TAKE YOUR SON, YOUR ONLY SON ISAAC, WHOM YOU LOVE, 
AND GO TO THE LAND OF MORIAH, AND OFFER HIM THERE AS 
A BURNT OFFERING ON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS OF WHICH I 

SHALL TELL YOU.”

GENESIS 22:2

What?! How could this be happening?

Doesn’t this contradict what God told him about Isaac? 

Well, sort of, we are actually really blessed to have more 

information about what God is doing than what Abraham 

had in this situation. When we look at the immediate 

context of this verse, we see that verse one gives us a 

huge hint as to what is going on. It says, “after all these 

things God tested Abraham.” Whew. So we know this 



is a test, but Abraham doesn’t. After all, what kind of test 
would it be if he knew he was being tested?

THE TEST

How is Abraham going to respond to this? God has 
promised him that he is going to keep his family line 
going through Isaac, and now that same God is telling 
him to sacrifice him. I couldn’t imagine what Abraham 
was going through.

But Abraham passes the test. He takes his son up the 
mountain, ties him down to the altar, and as he raises 
the knife to take his son’s life, God tells him to stop. Then 
God graciously provides a ram for the sacrifice to take 
Isaac’s place.  

AN ACT OF FAITH

As we look over this, it would be easy to get really mad 

at Abraham. I mean, how could he be prepared to kill 

his own son? What father could do that? The short 

answer is because he trusted God. What’s crazy is that 

even after he walked up that mountain and tied Isaac to 

the altar, he still believed that God was going to keep 

His promise to and through Isaac. How do we know 



that? I’m glad you asked. Look at what God tells us in 

Hebrews 11:17-19.

 BY FAITH ABRAHAM, WHEN HE WAS TESTED, OFFERED UP 
ISAAC, AND HE WHO HAD RECEIVED THE PROMISES WAS IN THE 
ACT OF OFFERING UP HIS ONLY SON,  OF WHOM IT WAS SAID, 

“THROUGH ISAAC SHALL YOUR OFFSPRING BE NAMED.” HE 
CONSIDERED THAT GOD WAS ABLE EVEN TO RAISE HIM FROM THE 
DEAD, FROM WHICH, FIGURATIVELY SPEAKING, HE DID RECEIVE 

HIM BACK.

HEBREWS 11:17-19

So you see, Abraham believed that God was going to 
use Isaac still. Even if Abraham killed him, God would 
bring him back from the dead. Let’s not forget Abraham 
himself was “as good as dead” when Isaac was born. 
God had already proven to Abraham that He could do 
the impossible. Abraham just needed to believe.

MORE SIGNS
We don’t have to look to Hebrews to see signs of 
Abraham’s faith. There are several signs in Genesis 22 
where we can see his confidence in God. First, look at 
what Abraham said to his servants.

“STAY HERE WITH THE DONKEY; I AND THE BOY WILL GO OVER 
THERE AND WORSHIP AND COME AGAIN TO YOU.”



Do you see that? He says that they are both going up 
the mountain, and they are both coming back. Now he 
could have just been saying that so as not to tip Isaac 
off, but I think it’s because he believed they were both 
actually going to come back down.

Look also at what he says to Isaac. Isaac ain’t no dummy. 
He notices that they have wood and fire but no sacrifice. 
When he asks his father about this, Abraham replies, 
“God will provide.” Again this could be a way of avoiding 
the obvious, but I think it’s showing us that he really believes 
that God will keep His word.

SANDS AND STARS

At the end of this episode, God repeats His covenant to 
Abraham. This is the first time we see this combination of 
promises. He promises him lots and lots of descendants 
all through Isaac. There will be so many that he has to 
use crazy examples like stars in the sky or sand in the 
sea. In case you’re wondering, in 2012, some researchers in 
Hawaii actually tried to calculate the number of grains 
of sand in the world. They estimated that the Earth has 
roughly 7.5 x 10 to the 18th power grains of sand…or 
seven quintillion, five hundred quadrillion grains. Not 
only that, but they estimate that there are multiple stars 



for every grain of sand, which in their words is “an 
unbelievably large number.” No kidding! The point is 
God is going to give Abraham many, many descendants. 
And look again how God reminds Abraham that every 
nation in the world is going to be blessed by him.

REFLECTION

Let’s highlight two aspects of this passage that will help us 
reflect on the coming of Jesus. First, we need to see that 
it is through Jesus that God fulfills the promise that every 
nation is going to be blessed. As we’ve talked about 
before, God’s covenant has always been intended to 
go beyond just the people of Israel and Abraham’s 
biological descendants. This blessing will be open to all 
people regardless of nation, tribe, or language. And the 
only way that we can be recipients of this blessing is 
through Jesus.

The advent of Jesus is a promise not just to Adam, not just 
to Abraham or Isaac, but to the world. God sent Jesus to 
bring salvation to people all over the globe.

Secondly, we need to think about the way God is doing 
this. When we look back and remember what God 
called Abraham to, we need to see that this sacrifice 
was cut short. God asked Abraham to be willing to offer 



his son on the altar but didn’t make him carry it out to 
completion. He wanted to test his faith to see if he would 
do it, but in the end, he didn’t have to.

We need to feel this tension. We need to realize what a 
meaningful sacrifice it is to give your own son up as an 
offering. This should lead us directly to the cross of Jesus.

As we think about the fact that God promised to send 
Jesus, we need to also remember the mission that Jesus 
was sent here to accomplish.

He didn’t come here just to be born a baby or even to 
live a perfect life.

He came here to lay down His life as a sacrifice for 
our sin.

Ultimately, the Christmas season we are celebrating is 
more than just commemorating the moment Jesus was 
born into the world but also a reminder that He came to 
be our savior.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Obedience to God is often very difficult. What are
some things that you know God wants you to do that are
really hard? What is keeping you from obeying?



2. Do you really trust God? What are some practical
ways that you need to trust God today?

3. Have you ever stopped to think about the fact that
God didn’t make Abraham actually sacrifice his son but
stopped him before he completed the sacrifice? And not
only that but that he was willing to take the ultimate
sacrifice upon himself to pay for our sins?





AND HE TOOK UP HIS DISCOURSE AND SAID,
“THE ORACLE OF BALAAM THE SON OF BEOR,

THE ORACLE OF THE MAN WHOSE EYE IS OPENED,
THE ORACLE OF HIM WHO HEARS THE WORDS OF GOD,

AND KNOWS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOST HIGH,

WHO SEES THE VISION OF THE ALMIGHTY,
FALLING DOWN WITH HIS EYES UNCOVERED:

I SEE HIM, BUT NOT NOW;
I BEHOLD HIM, BUT NOT NEAR:

A STAR SHALL COME OUT OF JACOB,
AND A SCEPTER SHALL RISE OUT OF ISRAEL;

IT SHALL CRUSH THE FOREHEAD OF MOAB
AND BREAK DOWN ALL THE SONS OF SHETH.

EDOM SHALL BE DISPOSSESSED;
SEIR ALSO, HIS ENEMIES, SHALL BE DISPOSSESSED.

ISRAEL IS DOING VALIANTLY.

Numbers 24:15-19
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AND ONE FROM JACOB SHALL EXERCISE DOMINION
AND DESTROY THE SURVIVORS OF CITIES!”

DOUBLE PROPHECIES

This passage comes to us out of the book of Numbers 
and is really fascinating because it is a prophecy with 
two meanings. God does this all the time in the Old 
Testament. He will give a prophecy that will apply first 
to the people of Israel but then has a fuller meaning that 
will be accomplished later on in the future.

First, let’s look at the immediate context of this passage. 
To make a long story short, there is a king of Moab 
named Balak, and he is afraid of the Israelites because 
God had given them victory over their enemies. So to 
protect himself, he hires a prophet to put a curse on them. 

But here’s the catch: even though Balaam is not a godly 
guy, he will not prophesy something unless God allows 
it. This totally frustrates Balak because every time Balaam 
gets up to prophesy against the people of Israel, he 
winds up prophesying for them. That’s what happens 
here. Balak is trying to get Balaam to say that Moab is 
going to defeat them, but instead, he says that God is 
going to send someone from the line of Jacob to crush 
the forehead of Moab. That’s his own country!



This is an amazing story because, again, it draws our 
attention to God’s complete sovereignty over all peoples 
and nations. He predicts the Israelites victory over Moab, 
which happens later on in Old Testament history (in the 
Judges, really). But this story is also pointing to the 
rule and reign of Jesus as the star who came from 
Jacob’s line. 

When God prophesies something, it is going to come to 
pass no matter how long it takes to happen.

JACOB, THE TRICKSTER

For a better overall picture of this, we need to go back 
and look at Jacob. This is also confusing because when 
we think of the Old Testament patriarchs, we want to 
look at them as heroes that we should imitate, right? I 
mean, when we look at Abraham, we see someone who 
has such a solid faith in God that the New Testament will 
use him as an example for us to follow. Although, even 
with Abraham, we see moments where he doesn’t seem 
to be acting consistently in his faith.

But when we get to Jacob, this inconsistency is even 
more glaring. Why is this so important? It’s important 
because God is the One who is working out this amazing 
mission to save us, and He will use anybody He wants 



to in order to accomplish it, even if they are not living 
lives of faith.

Abraham had Isaac, then Isaac had twins named Esau 
and Jacob. Now Esau was born first, and in that culture, 
that meant that he should have been the one to inherit 
the most from his father. But, God had already made 
it clear that the older one would serve the other. Don’t 
let that go unnoticed. Before they were born, God had 
already chosen Jacob over Esau, which was before they 
had done anything to gain his favor.

With that in mind, when we see them grown-up, we are 
not surprised when Esau gives away his birthright to Jacob, 
although it seems pretty shady that Jacob would hold 
out food to his brother until he promised to give it to him. 
Then as the story goes on, we’re not surprised that Isaac 
blesses Jacob over Esau, but it’s really surprising the way 
Jacob gets it. Basically, their dad is really old and wants 
to bless his sons. So he tells Esau to hunt down some wild 
game and cook it for him so he can bless him before he 
dies. Then while Esau is out, Jacob and his mom trick 
Isaac into thinking that he is blessing Esau when it is 
really Jacob in disguise. How crazy is that? This is not the 
example of faith that we should follow.



YOU CAN’T TRICK GOD

But does this throw God off? No way, not even for a 
second. God is constantly working out His plan, and we 
cannot mess it up. Believe me, if it were up to you or me 
to make sure that God’s will comes about, then it would 
utterly fail.

God is in the business of using everything that happens 
to bring about his purpose. As we have said before and 
will doubtless say again as we continue this journey: 
God writes straight with crooked lines. And Jacob is just 
one example of that.

REFLECTION

While we are looking forward to the birth of Jesus, let’s 
pause and pay attention to how everything had to go 
just right for this to happen. The coming of Jesus was 
prophesied countless times in Israel’s history, often at the 
most unusual of occasions. The same God that promised 
a blessing to the world while He was cursing the serpent 
is the One who promised a conquering star of Jacob 
through the mouth of a corrupt prophet.

The birth of Jesus 2,000 plus years ago was a beautiful 
piece in this amazing puzzle that God was putting 
together in front of us since the beginning of time.



LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Grace is by nature undeserved. Let’s look at how God
chose to bless Jacob before he was born— before he
could do anything to earn God’s favor, and then let’s
think about us. What have you done to earn God’s
favor? How do you need to respond to that?

2. Take a minute to think about what your story is going to
look like. How do you want to be remembered? Do you
want it to be a story of God using you because you acted
in faith, trusting Him? Or do you want it to be about God
using you in spite of your disobedience?

3. What does your obedience to God look like today?





“JUDAH, YOUR BROTHERS SHALL PRAISE YOU;
YOUR HAND SHALL BE ON THE NECK OF YOUR ENEMIES;
YOUR FATHER’S SONS SHALL BOW DOWN BEFORE YOU.

JUDAH IS A LION’S CUB;
FROM THE PREY, MY SON, YOU HAVE GONE UP.

HE STOOPED DOWN; HE CROUCHED AS A LION
AND AS A LIONESS; WHO DARES ROUSE HIM?

THE SCEPTER SHALL NOT DEPART FROM JUDAH,
NOR THE RULER’S STAFF FROM BETWEEN HIS FEET,

UNTIL TRIBUTE COMES TO HIM;
AND TO HIM SHALL BE THE OBEDIENCE OF THE PEOPLES.”

IT’S GOOD TO BE KING

Every year at this time, we read over this passage and 
rejoice in the fact that Jesus is born as, “the Lion of the 
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Tribe of Judah,” and He is. He is the promised King from 
Judah’s line who will have an everlasting kingdom. And 
if you have studied the Old Testament, you know that 
the kings were always supposed to come from the line 
of Judah. The above passage is the first place where we 
get to see this. This is where Jacob basically lines up all 
of his children and speaks blessings over them.

FOURTH TIME’S THE CHARM

Here’s an honest question: did you know that Judah 

wasn’t the firstborn son of Jacob? If you are anything 

like me, you just assumed Judah had to be the firstborn 

because he was supposed to be the line of the kings. I 

thought that for a long time. It just makes sense. However, 

he is actually the fourth-born son of Jacob. So then, what 

happened to the other three? The short answer is that 

they disqualified themselves. And what’s crazy is that 

even in this “blessing” passage in chapter forty-nine, 

Jacob tells us the reasons.

First is Reuben. He is the firstborn and should rightfully be 

the heir, but because he had an inappropriate relationship 

with one of his father’s wives, he got crossed off the list.

Then we see Simeon and Levi, the next two in line. Their 



story is crazy. They slaughtered a whole nation of men 

because of how they had treated their sister.

So then we are left with Judah.

GRACE UPON GRACE

Let’s look even closer into this. God had made promises 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that He would bless the 
whole world through them. As we look over this episode 
in Old Testament history, we can see the way that God 
both narrows and expands His promises according to 
His own will.

It is not because of any good that anyone is doing; it is 
only by God’s grace. Judah did not do anything to be 
chosen by God to be the tribe of the kings; he is just the 
next in line.

In the next section, we will even get to see that he wasn’t 
even doing anything to try and preserve his own line. 
This should get us to focus on the real main character in 
all of this, which is God. When we are looking at human 
history, we can see that God is the one who is working 
out his perfect will through sinful human beings.



REFLECTION

What do we need to learn from this in our preparation 
to celebrate Christ’s birth? We need to realize that we 
cannot put God in a box. God does not work the way 
that we think He should. Isn’t it always supposed to be 
the firstborn son that inherits? In our human reasoning, 
that makes sense, but that’s just not the way that God 
works, and we can’t try to impose what we think should 
happen onto him. We probably would have just picked 
Ishmael, Esau, or Reuben to be the ones set to inherit, but 
God had other plans.

This becomes even more clear when we look to Jesus. 
Who would have ever predicted that the sovereign King 
of the universe would choose to be born as a little baby? 
And even then, if you figured out the baby part, there’s 
no way you would have predicted that this baby would 
be born to a young, poor, unmarried girl in a stable. 
How crazy is that?!

This should help us to realize that, above all things, the 
birth of Jesus is 100% a God thing. Natural man would 
not have put this together in this way. It is in light of this 
that we can stand back and marvel that the Creator of 
the world would humble Himself to be born way back 
then in a stable in Bethlehem, and we should praise Him 
and worship Him for this unbelievable kindness that He 
is extending to us.



LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Had you ever made the connection that Judah wasn’t
the firstborn son of Jacob but was still the father of the
kingly line? Do you think God was caught off guard by
this?

2. If God can use all of these Old Testament heroes, who
fail and falter all the time, how can God use us?

3. When we see that both Mary and Joseph were both
from the kingly line of Judah, it should overwhelm us with
a sense of God’s sovereignty. If He can plan all of that
out in advance, what does that mean for how we should
trust Him today?





READ GENESIS 38.

ABRAHAM WAS THE FATHER OF ISAAC, AND ISAAC THE FATHER 
OF JACOB, AND JACOB THE FATHER OF JUDAH AND HIS

BROTHERS,  AND JUDAH THE FATHER OF PEREZ AND ZERAH BY 
TAMAR, AND PEREZ THE FATHER OF HEZRON, AND HEZRON THE 

FATHER OF RAM,
MATTHEW 1:2

  AND ONE OF THE ELDERS SAID TO ME, “WEEP NO MORE; 
BEHOLD, THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THE ROOT OF 

DAVID, HAS CONQUERED, SO THAT HE CAN OPEN THE SCROLL   
AND ITS SEVEN SEALS.”

REVELATION 5:5

IT’S NOT A LOVE STORY

If you think your family is crazy, then you really need to 

Genesis  38, Matthew 1:2, Revelat ion 5:5
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pay attention to the family of Jesus. Today we are going 
to be looking at Genesis 38. This chapter is really confusing 
and pretty dark. For the sake of those who might be using 
this to read to your children, we are going to handle this 
in a very sensitive way. The truth of the matter that shines 
through is that our world is full of sin and sinful people, 
but that will never stop God from keeping His promises.

In the lineage of Jesus, as recorded in Matthew 1, there 
are five women mentioned in the family line of Jesus. 
During this season, we are going to take a day to think 
through each one of their parts in God’s plan for our 
salvation. Now we will turn our attention to the unlikely 
couple of Judah and Tamar.

SKIPPING BRANCHES

As you remember, God planned to have Judah be the 
tribe that would produce the kings. And, since Jesus was 
going to be born the King of Kings, that means that Judah 
is going to be His great, great, great, great grandfather. 
So when we see that Judah has a son named Er, we 
automatically assume that he is going to be in the line 
also. However, the Bible just has one sentence about 
him, 



BUT ER, JUDAH’S FIRSTBORN, WAS WICKED IN THE SIGHT OF THE 
LORD, AND THE LORD PUT HIM TO DEATH.

GENESIS 38:7

Oh, no! Now what?

Well, in Jewish culture, they had a custom where if the 
oldest son died without having a baby, then the wife 
would marry her dead husband’s brother so that they 
could continue the family line. This might sound really 
weird to us, but that is the way they did it back then.

The second son’s name was Onan. However, Onan 
didn’t like this setup at all. He didn’t want his brother to 
get credit for his son, so he wouldn’t keep up this custom. 
And, you guessed it, God put him to death too. This is 
where Judah got really concerned. He only had three 
sons, and his first two died after being married to Tamar, 
so he wouldn’t let his third son get married to her. He told 
Tamar that she needed to just stay single.

This is where our story gets really crazy. Tamar was not 
content to just stay single. She wanted to have a child to 

carry on the family name, so she tricked Judah into having 

a baby with her by disguising herself as someone else. 

Then, three months later, Judah found out that she was 

pregnant. He was so angry and was going to have her 



put to death until she let him know that he, himself was 

actually the father.

Whoa, talk about a surprise.

He then realized that he had sinned before God and 
didn’t try to have her punished at all.

WE SHOULDN’T BE SURPRISED

Isn’t it just like God to accomplish His plans in a way that 
we would never have guessed? As God makes it clear 
in Isaiah 55, His ways are not our ways; His thoughts are 
not our thoughts.

“AS HIGH AS THE HEAVENS ARE ABOVE THE EARTH SO ARE HIS 
THOUGHTS HIGHER THAN OUR THOUGHTS”

ISAIAH 55:9

He is thinking on a different plane altogether, and He 
sees all of time from the beginning to the end. Whenever 
we find ourselves thinking that this isn’t what we 
would have done, we shouldn’t be surprised, not 
even for a second.



LUCY’S LESSON

Any time you start to think, “But what if…?” we should 
remember that we don’t get to know what might have 
happened. God doesn’t have to tell us this. Look at this 
quote from Prince Caspian:

“But what would have been the good?”

Aslan said nothing.

“You mean,” said Lucy rather faintly, “that it would 
have turned out all right – somehow? But how? Please, 
Aslan! Am I not to know?”

“To know what would have happened, child?” said 
Aslan. “No. Nobody is ever told that.”

This is no more clear than when we look through the lives 
of those in the line of Jesus.

REFLECTION

This is one of the craziest stories in all of the Bible. There 
is sin, death, and deception, but none of it is out of God’s 
sovereign control. He is Lord over all people, all times, 
and all places. He makes promises, and He will keep 
every one of them.

It is in times like this that we need to realize that God will 



be faithful by any means necessary. God made a promise 
that He would send a serpent-crushing King to provide 
salvation, and nothing that man can do will be able to 
frustrate it. Even when there are times where it looks like 
Judah was content to cut off his family line completely, 
God wasn’t. Take time today to pause and stand in awe 
of who God is. He is good, and you can trust Him.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. If you are stressed out and worried about what’s
going on in the world or in your life, what does that say
about what you really believe about God?

2. Do you really believe that God is good and that we
can trust him?

3. Does your life reflect that?





THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE 
ME FROM AMONG YOU, FROM YOUR BROTHERS—IT IS TO HIM 

YOU SHALL LISTEN— JUST AS YOU DESIRED OF THE LORD YOUR 
GOD AT HOREB ON THE DAY OF THE ASSEMBLY, WHEN YOU SAID, 
‘LET ME NOT HEAR AGAIN THE VOICE OF THE LORD MY GOD OR 

SEE THIS GREAT FIRE ANY MORE, LEST I DIE.’  AND THE LORD 
SAID TO ME, ‘THEY ARE RIGHT IN WHAT THEY HAVE SPOKEN.  I 
WILL RAISE UP FOR THEM A PROPHET LIKE YOU FROM AMONG 
THEIR BROTHERS. AND I WILL PUT MY WORDS IN HIS MOUTH, 
AND HE SHALL SPEAK TO THEM ALL THAT I COMMAND HIM.”

READY, SET...

First off, the book of Deuteronomy is one of the most 
enjoyable books to read. It’s so good because, in it, we 
get to see God’s heart for His people. It is constantly 
talking about how special these people are to God and 

Deuteronomy 18:15-18
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how special God should be to this people. It’s really good.

Anyway, it is basically a series of sermons that Moses 
is giving to prepare the people for the promised land. 
One of the biggest reasons why Moses is doing this is 
because he is not going to get to go in (that and he is 
recording the Word of God for God’s people). And 
part of preparing the people for their next chapter is the 
passing on of the leadership from Moses to Joshua.

JOSHUA, BUT NOT JOSHUA

If you are reading through the Old Testament and you 
come across this passage, it seems pretty cut and dry 
that Moses is transferring the authority to lead over to 
Joshua. But there is more going on here. This is anoth-
er one of those situations where we see God giving a 
promise that will have more than one fulfillment.

Spoiler alert: it’s also about Jesus.

First, let’s look at Joshua. Is it fair to say that he is a 
prophet like Moses? Absolutely. Let’s look at a few 
examples. In Joshua chapter one, God has a conversation 
with Joshua where He appoints him to lead the people 
of Israel. Several times in this conversation, God tells him 
to “be strong and courageous.” To back it up, He tells 



him, “Just like I was with Moses, so I will be with you”. 
God is the one that actually makes the comparison 
between Joshua and Moses.

In addition to that, in 4:14 the people seem to acknowledge 
that he is like Moses. Scripture says,

 ON THAT DAY THE LORD EXALTED JOSHUA IN THE SIGHT OF ALL 
ISRAEL, AND THEY STOOD IN AWE OF HIM JUST AS THEY HAD 

STOOD IN AWE OF MOSES, ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE.

If you needed any more confirmation that Joshua is the 
guy, look at 5:13-15

 WHEN JOSHUA WAS BY JERICHO, HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES AND 
LOOKED, AND BEHOLD, A MAN WAS STANDING BEFORE HIM WITH 

HIS DRAWN SWORD IN HIS HAND. AND JOSHUA WENT TO HIM 
AND SAID TO HIM, “ARE YOU FOR US, OR FOR OUR ADVERSAR-

IES?”AND HE SAID, “NO; BUT I AM THE COMMANDER OF THE 
ARMY OF THE LORD. NOW I HAVE COME.” AND JOSHUA FELL 

ON HIS FACE TO THE EARTH AND WORSHIPED AND SAID TO HIM, 
“WHAT DOES MY LORD SAY TO HIS SERVANT?” AND THE COM-
MANDER OF THE LORD’S ARMY SAID TO JOSHUA, “TAKE OFF 

YOUR SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET, FOR THE PLACE WHERE YOU 
ARE STANDING IS HOLY.” AND JOSHUA DID SO.

Where have you seen this before? Just like God commissioned 
Moses at the burning bush, so now God is commissioning 
Joshua. And He tells both of them to take their shoes off 
because they are standing on holy ground.



BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE

But the most interesting aspect about all of this is that the 
people of Israel still were looking for a prophet to come. 
Somehow they realized that Joshua was God’s appointed 
man for the moment but thought that God was still sending 
someone else. Maybe it’s because the promise in Joshua 
1 had so much about God’s Word being in the prophet 
and that he would speak for God. Maybe it’s because 
Joshua eventually died, and they still needed a leader. 
Whatever the reasons, we can see from the testimony 
of the New Testament that they were still looking for the 
coming of this new prophet.

In John 1, when the Jewish leaders see John the Baptist, 
they ask him, “Are you the prophet?” Apparently, their 
study of the Old Testament had led them to believe that 
they were still waiting for: the Christ, Elijah, and the prophet. 
Pretty cool. Then, in Acts 3 when Peter is preaching, he refers 
to Jesus by quoting this passage from Deuteronomy. And 
finally, in Acts 7, we see Stephen saying the same thing 
about Jesus.

REFLECTION

As we continue to get closer and closer to the birth of 
Jesus, we need to constantly keep these truths in front of 
us.. Over and over in the pages of Scripture, we can see 



God planning and working out all of these things. Sometimes 
we get to see the way it works out, and sometimes we 
don’t. With this prophecy that Moses prophesied, we 
actually get to see it work out twice. Joshua comes onto 
the scene to lead God’s people as Moses did. Joshua 
was faithful, and we can praise God for him.

But when Jesus comes on the scene, He does what 
neither Moses nor Joshua could have ever dreamed 
of. Moses led his people out of 400 years of slavery 
in Egypt, but Jesus leads His people out of an eternal 
slavery to sin. Praise God that He would send this baby 
to be our Prophet, Priest, and King!

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. What has been the most surprising thing you have
seen in this study leading up to Jesus?

2. Have you ever noticed the similarities between
Moses, Joshua, and Jesus? What are some ways in
which Jesus is better as Prophet, Priest, and King?





READ JOSHUA 2.

... AND SALMON THE FATHER OF BOAZ BY RAHAB.
MATTHEW 1:5

DONT FORGET THE LAND

For the people of Israel, the most tangible part of God’s 
covenant with them was that He would give them the 
promised land. It’s really cool for us to look back on 
how all of this played out because we usually don’t think 
much of the land. After all, we don’t live in Israel, and 
most of us don’t ever plan to. But for the Jewish people, 
this meant everything to them. In reality, if we don’t keep 
the promise of the land in mind, we will miss out on a lot 
of what the Old Testament is about.

Joshua 2, Matthew 1:5
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Today we will talk about the events that take place in the 
book of Joshua. Let’s do a quick summary to get us up to 
this point in history.

Remember that when God made His promise to 
Abraham, He told him that his people would be slaves 
in a land not their own for 400 years and that afterward, 
God would bring them back to possess their own land. 
This is exactly what happened. They went down as 
sojourners to Egypt, and then when a new Pharaoh 
came on the scene, he put them in slavery. Moses then 
rises up as their deliverer, and God brings them out with 
great possessions to wander the wilderness for forty 
years. During this time, God gives them victory over 
everyone that opposes them, which will bring us up to 
the book of Joshua.  

THE FAITH OF A PAGAN

The first city of the promised land that they face is 
Jericho. This is a city surrounded by walls that seem 
impenetrable to the people of Israel. So Joshua sends 
in two men to spy out the land. This is where we first meet 
up with Rahab.

Now Rahab is not a godly woman. Not only is she living 
in a sinful environment, but she has a very sinful profession. 



She makes her living sinning against God’s design for 
marriage. In other words, she is an unlikely convert, but 
look at what she does. She risks her neck to save these 
foreigners. Why would she do that? It’s because she has 
heard all about the God of the Jews.

Let’s look at God’s word in Joshua 2.

      BEFORE THE MEN LAY DOWN, SHE CAME UP TO THEM ON 
THE ROOF  AND SAID TO THE MEN, “I KNOW THAT THE LORD HAS 
GIVEN YOU THE LAND, AND THAT THE FEAR OF YOU HAS FALLEN 
UPON US, AND THAT ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND MELT 

AWAY BEFORE YOU.

FOR WE HAVE HEARD HOW THE LORD DRIED UP THE WATER OF 
THE RED SEA BEFORE YOU WHEN YOU CAME OUT OF EGYPT, 

AND WHAT YOU DID TO THE TWO KINGS OF THE AMORITES WHO 
WERE BEYOND THE JORDAN, TO SIHON AND OG, WHOM YOU 

DEVOTED TO DESTRUCTION.

AND AS SOON AS WE HEARD IT, OUR HEARTS MELTED, AND 
THERE WAS NO SPIRIT LEFT IN ANY MAN BECAUSE OF YOU, FOR 
THE LORD YOUR GOD, HE IS GOD IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE AND 

ON THE EARTH BENEATH.

NOW THEN, PLEASE SWEAR TO ME BY THE LORD THAT, AS I HAVE 
DEALT KINDLY WITH YOU, YOU ALSO WILL DEAL KINDLY WITH 

MY FATHER’S HOUSE, AND GIVE ME A SURE SIGN THAT YOU WILL 
SAVE ALIVE MY FATHER AND MOTHER, MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, 

AND ALL WHO BELONG TO THEM, AND DELIVER OUR LIVES 
FROM DEATH.”

JOSHUA 2:8-13



Rahab is confessing Yahweh and putting her faith in Him. 
This is amazing and not at all what these spies were ex-
pecting. She knows that the God of the Jews is the Cre-
ator God of the universe, and she is exercising her faith 
by protecting these spies. What a cool conversion story!

AND THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING
DOWN

You are probably familiar with the rest of this story. God 
gives them an unprecedented, miraculous victory where 
He displays His power. The children of Israel are 
victorious, and Jericho falls… but not all of it. There 
is one room in the city wall that is kept safe. In God’s 
amazing providence, the whole wall falls down, but 
Rahab and her family survive unharmed. It’s really cool 
because, at the time of the writing of the book of 
Joshua, the original readers would have still known Rahab. 
In 6:25, it says, “She has lived in Israel to this day.” 
How cool is that?!

JUDGMENT AND SALVATION

If this were the end, it would still be such an amazing story. 
God is finally fulfilling the promise. He told Abraham 
that his people would come back into this land, and it 
was happening. Not only are we seeing the expansion 



of the kingdom geographically, but we are seeing the 
expansion of the kingdom spiritually. We are getting to 
see a glimpse at how God is going to bless the whole 
world through Abraham by including the Gentiles. 
And we are again seeing God’s grace and justice 
together. Just like God gave a promise in the middle of 
a curse way back in Genesis 3, now He is exercising 
justice against sinners while extending favor to His people 
(which now include Rahab’s family).

But then it gets even better. After her introduction here in 
Joshua, we do not see Rahab again until Matthew 1:5, 
where she is mentioned in the line of Jesus

... AND SALMON THE FATHER OF BOAZ BY RAHAB,

How crazy is that? God redeems this sinful woman not 
just to save her from the destruction of Jericho but to 
appoint her to be part of the plan of salvation to the 
whole world.

REFLECTION

When we look at all the people mentioned in the line 
of Jesus, we should be blown away by God’s grace. It 
would be easy to think that God should use the best of 



the best, that He would only choose perfect people to 
do His work, but that is just not the way that God operates. 
Rahab was a sinful woman, making her living in a sinful 
profession, yet God chose her to play a part only she 
could play in His plan to bring salvation.

Today we should pause and meditate on how amazing 
God is to orchestrate all of this to accomplish His work 
in the world. If he could use Rahab, then He can easily 
use us. We just need to put our faith in Him.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Be honest, are there people that you know that you
think are so bad that God just can’t save them? What
does that say about the strength of our faith in God?

2. According to the Bible, ever since Adam and Eve we
have all been born into sin. This means that we cannot
save ourselves. Today, you need to pause and thank
God, not just for how He saved Rahab, but how He
saved you.

3. What does it say about how God views people
differently than we do when we see that He would
chose to save this sinful, pagan woman?

4. What do we need to do to view people the way God
does?





THEN ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE AT THE GATE AND THE ELDERS 
SAID, “WE ARE WITNESSES. MAY THE LORD MAKE THE WOMAN, 
WHO IS COMING INTO YOUR HOUSE, LIKE RACHEL AND LEAH, 

WHO TOGETHER BUILT UP THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. MAY YOU ACT 
WORTHILY IN EPHRATHAH AND BE RENOWNED IN BETHLEHEM, 
AND MAY YOUR HOUSE BE LIKE THE HOUSE OF PEREZ, WHOM 

TAMAR BORE TO JUDAH, BECAUSE OF THE OFFSPRING THAT THE 
LORD WILL GIVE YOU BY THIS YOUNG WOMAN.”

RUTH 1:11-12

BOAZ THE FATHER OF OBED BY RUTH, AND OBED THE FATHER OF 
JESSE, AND JESSE THE FATHER OF DAVID THE KING.

MATTHEW 1:5-6

A WIDOWED DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

If you haven’t picked up on this yet, our journey through 
the Old Testament on our way to Jesus often reads more 

Ruth 4:11-12, Matthew 1:5-6
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like the plot to a soap opera than a religious text. This 
goes to show us that God uses all kinds of people from 
every type of background to bring about His plan for 
the world.

This episode in the drama of Scripture starts out very 
dark. I mean, no sooner do we get introduced to the 
main characters than they start dying off. There’s a man 
named Elimelech from Judah who moves to Moab 
because of a famine, and there he and his two sons 
die, leaving his wife Naomi with two daughters-in-law. 
One of them goes back to her family, and our story 
follows Naomi and Ruth as they go to live in the little 
town of Bethlehem.

GLEANINGS AND SANDALS

As soon as they get settled in Bethlehem, Ruth gets to 
work. You see, God had already made a way for faithful 
Jews to take care of the poor, and Boaz was a faithful 
Jew. It just so happened that this takes place in the time 
of the harvest, and Ruth just so happened to stumble 
across Boaz’s field.

As was their custom, Boaz’s workmen would harvest the 
fields but would leave anything that fell to the ground 
for the poor to pick up for themselves. This is where Ruth 



comes in. She was busy all day picking up the leftovers 
when Boaz noticed her. He had already heard of the 
kindness she had shown to Naomi, and he wanted to 
help reward her, so he told his men to leave out even 
more for her. When Naomi hears about this, she realizes 
that Boaz is in a unique position to help because 
he is a close relative of theirs and could be their 
Kinsman redeemer.

I realize that some of this might be confusing because it 
is talking about ancient Jewish traditions and customs, 
but the really crazy part is that these practices had been 
a part of the Jewish culture for generations, and now 
God is using them to bring about His plan of salvation 
through Jesus.

Then we come to the climax of the story. Boaz decides 
that he is going to redeem them, but he has to get past 
another relative who is first in line. This guy doesn’t want 
to ruin his own inheritance, so Boaz redeems them and 
hands over his sandal, which is kinda like a handshake. 
The deal is done.

REFLECTION

Okay, this is a really cool story, but where does it fit into 
Christmas? First off, we get to see even more of how God 



had always been working toward fulfilling the promise 
He made in Genesis 3. God set up laws and customs for 
His people that were instrumental in bringing all of this 
together. Plus, let’s not let it go unnoticed that we have 
another woman from a Pagan culture brought into God’s 
people. Not only that, but she is also used to bring about 
the Messiah.

It’s in the last verse of Ruth that we really see the 
connection to Jesus. Ruth has a kid named Obed, who 
has a son named Jesse, who has a boy who would grow 
up to be King David. How amazing is that?! God uses 
this poor, Moabite widow to be the great-grandma of 
King David. So this year, when you are singing, “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem,” make sure to pause and 
remember that Bethlehem is also where there was 
another redeemer who showed kindness to a different 
outcast, young woman.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Look at the way that God blessed the faithfulness of
Boaz. He was just a faithful follower of God taking care
of the needy. How can we learn from his example?

2. Look at the trust that Ruth and Naomi put in God to
take care of them. What can we learn from their faith?

3. As we approach Christmas there are a lot of people
who aren’t blessed in the same ways we are, how can
we show them God’s love during this time?





“WHEN YOUR DAYS ARE FULFILLED AND YOU LIE DOWN WITH 
YOUR FATHERS, I WILL RAISE UP YOUR OFFSPRING AFTER YOU, 

WHO SHALL COME FROM YOUR BODY, AND I WILL ESTABLISH HIS 
KINGDOM. HE SHALL BUILD A HOUSE FOR MY NAME, AND I WILL 

ESTABLISH THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM FOREVER.”
2 SAMUEL 7:12-13

AND JESSE THE FATHER OF DAVID THE KING.
 AND DAVID WAS THE FATHER OF SOLOMON BY THE WIFE OF 

URIAH.
MATTHEW 1:6

THE UN-NAMED GRANDMA
When you read through the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew, 
you’ll notice that there are five women who show up in 
the line of Jesus, but only four of them are mentioned by 
name. This one is simply called “the wife of Uriah.” Isn’t 

2 Samuel 7:12-13, Matthew 1:6
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that interesting?

Why wouldn’t Matthew mention the name of this woman?

I think it’s because this isn’t a particularly bright spot in 
Israel’s history. This episode in King David’s life is not 
something that they were proud of. It gets even more 
interesting when you realize that Matthew was writing 
to a mostly Jewish audience who would have known all 
about who this lady was. I think the reason Matthew 
didn’t mention her name is probably the same reason 
you don’t know many ladies named Bathsheba. They 
didn’t want to keep remembering what happened.

WRONG PLACE, WRONG TIME

There are two things that everybody remembers about 
King David. The first is that he killed Goliath and the second 
is his relationship to Bathsheba. We hear all about this 
in 2 Samuel 11. At the beginning of the chapter, there is 
some not-so-subtle foreshadowing that should tip us off 
that something bad is going to happen. It says, 

IN THE SPRING OF THE YEAR, THE TIME WHEN KINGS GO OUT TO 
BATTLE … BUT DAVID REMAINED AT JERUSALEM.

2 SAMUEL 11:1



There you have it. David is the king that had “slain ten 
thousand.” He should be out there with his men, 
leading them in battle, but instead, he’s lounging 
around the palace in the middle of the afternoon. It’s 
pretty embarrassing.

A MAN OF HONOR

The rest of the story is even worse.

David sees a beautiful woman and asks about her.

Even though he knows that she is married to one of his 
most valiant soldiers, it doesn’t stop him from pursuing 
her.

Soon afterward, he finds out that she’s pregnant and 
tries to get her husband to come home to be with her so 
that everyone will think that her husband is the one that 
got her pregnant. This plan might have worked except 
for the fact that her husband was way more honorable 
than David. Uriah would not come home and enjoy the 
comfort of his normal life while the army was out in battle. 
How ironic is that? The king didn’t care that they were at 
war, but the soldier did.



After all of this, when David couldn’t think of anything 
else to do, he sends Uriah to the front line of battle and 
orders everyone around him to retreat. Who knows how 
many people David ordered to their death just to cover 
up his sin?

A PARADIGM FOR REPENTANCE

No wonder the Jews wouldn’t want to mention this sto-
ry. It records the failures of one of their most beloved 
kings. But in God’s crazy irony, not only do we get to 
see David’s sin, but we get to see his repentance. God 
sends a prophet to show David his sin, and he repents. 
And I mean, he repents hard. It is out of the depth of 
his repentance that he writes one of the most often read 
and quoted psalms in all of Scripture, Psalm 51. This little 
psalm is so rich because we get to see David’s genuine 
brokenness before God, and it gives us words for us to 
pray when we have sinned before God.

REFLECTION

Isn’t this always the way God works? He is constantly 
working all things out to bring about His will, even in the 
middle of terrible situations. It’s crazy because, before all 
of this, God had promised David a son that would rule 
on a throne forever. And do you know who God would 



use to bring that about? You guessed it, Uriah’s wife. 
Bathsheba would give birth to Solomon, who would rule 
on the throne of Israel and Judah. His kingdom would 
come to an end, but generations later, another King 
would be born, not in a palace, but in a stable. And His 
kingdom will last forever.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Have you ever sinned against God and tried to cover
it up? Think about whether there is something in your life
that you need to confess before God and then confess
and repent. Take some time to read through Psalm 51
and feel the weight of sin and forgiveness that is there.

2. Next, you need to remember that there is always full
restoration with God available to us. Look at David and
Bathsheba. Even though they sinned against God, He
still used them in His plan of salvation for us.

3. Is there anything that the grace of God cannot cover?





  “THEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN. 
BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON, AND 

SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL.”

DOUBLE RAINBOW

We have all read the verse above and we know, for 
certain, that this is about Jesus. But did you know it’s also 
about someone else?

Wait, what?

Yeah, this is one of those situations where God makes a 
prophecy that has an immediate fulfillment and then a 
later fulfillment. This is another amazing example of 

Isaiah 7:14
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God’s specific sovereignty over all of human history. The 
people of Israel needed something to give them hope, 
and God gave it to them. What they didn’t know at the 
time was that this was also going to give hope to the 
whole world.

SIGNS OF DELIVERANCE

Here is what is happening in the context of Isaiah 7. The 
king of Israel, Ahaz, is freaking out because there are 
two other kings threatening war with him. So, God sends 
Isaiah to comfort him. That is where this prophecy comes 
into play. Let’s read it again but this time, let’s go just a 
little bit farther.

    “THEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN. 
BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON, 

AND SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL.  HE SHALL EAT CURDS 
AND HONEY WHEN HE KNOWS HOW TO REFUSE THE EVIL AND 

CHOOSE THE GOOD. FOR BEFORE THE BOY KNOWS HOW TO RE-
FUSE THE EVIL AND CHOOSE THE GOOD, THE LAND WHOSE TWO 

KINGS YOU DREAD WILL BE DESERTED. THE LORD WILL BRING 
UPON YOU AND UPON YOUR PEOPLE AND UPON YOUR FATHER’S 

HOUSE SUCH DAYS AS HAVE NOT COME SINCE THE DAY THAT 
EPHRAIM DEPARTED FROM JUDAH—THE KING OF ASSYRIA!” 

ISAIAH 7:14-17

What is Isaiah saying to Ahaz, and why is it important? 
God is foretelling the birth of a little boy. When this boy 



is really young, the threat will be over. The whole point 
of this is to calm Ahaz down and let him know that he 
doesn’t need to be afraid. This is going to happen in his 
lifetime, and this is a sign for him that God is going to 
keep His Word.

SO IS THIS ABOUT JESUS OR NOT?

Yes. This is about Jesus, but first, it’s about Maher-shalal-
hash-baz. You see, the whole point of this sign is that it 
provides something tangible for Ahaz to see. That’s why 
we get the first fulfillment one page over in chapter eight. 

To understand this, we need to know a little something 
about the Hebrew language (because the Old Testament 
was originally written in Hebrew). The word translated 
as “virgin” doesn’t necessarily have to mean “virgin.” It 
could just mean “young woman.” This little boy is actually 
born to Isaiah and his wife. God confirms this when He 
tells Isaiah that before his son is even old enough to say 
his parents’ names, the threat will be over.

But you might be thinking, how then do we know that it’s 
about Jesus? Great question, and there are two clear 
ways that we see this. First, in the original prophecy, 
there are hints that more is going on here. For instance, 
Isaiah says that they will call the baby, “Immanuel” 



which means “God with us,” and this part does not 
apply to Maher-shalal-hash-baz. It is obviously looking 
forward to something better.

The second clear way we know is because Matthew 
tells us in the New Testament. Matthew 1:23 takes this 
verse and applies it to Jesus.

“BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR 
A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL                            

(WHICH MEANS, GOD WITH US).”

MATTHEW 1:23

And something really cool about the Greek language 
(the language New Testament was originally written in) 
is that this word can only mean “virgin.” This makes it 
even more specific and even more miraculous.

REFLECTION

What should this make us think about Christmas? We 
need to worship God because He is in total and complete 
control. We should praise Him because the more that we 
learn about the way that He works, the more amazing it 
becomes. When Ahaz felt like all was lost, God gave 
him a sign that He would deliver him. This provided a 



temporary deliverance. However, the bigger problem 
wasn’t national or political; it was spiritual. The answer 
to this problem doesn’t come until around 700 years later 
when God Himself becomes for us the fulfillment of His 
own prophecy. This little baby is more than a sign; He’s 
the answer. He actually is God with us.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Have you ever had times when you felt that things
were really bad and you wanted a word from God to
comfort you? The good news is that we have that for us
whenever we need it in the Bible.

2. Look at how God has always provided in miraculous
ways in the past and trust that He will continue to do the
same for you.

3. Remember that this little baby born 2,000 years
ago grew up to be our Savior, and we can always
trust in Him.





THE PEOPLE WHO WALKED IN DARKNESS
HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT;

THOSE WHO DWELT IN A LAND OF DEEP DARKNESS,
ON THEM HAS LIGHT SHONE.

YOU HAVE MULTIPLIED THE NATION;
YOU HAVE INCREASED ITS JOY;

     THEY REJOICE BEFORE YOU
AS WITH JOY AT THE HARVEST,

AS THEY ARE GLAD WHEN THEY DIVIDE THE SPOIL.
FOR THE YOKE OF HIS BURDEN,

   AND THE STAFF FOR HIS SHOULDER,
THE ROD OF HIS OPPRESSOR,

YOU HAVE BROKEN AS ON THE DAY OF MIDIAN.
FOR EVERY BOOT OF THE TRAMPING WARRIOR IN BATTLE TU-

MULT
AND EVERY GARMENT ROLLED IN BLOOD
WILL BE BURNED AS FUEL FOR THE FIRE.

FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN,

Isaiah 9:2-7
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TO US A SON IS GIVEN;
AND THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER,

AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED

WONDERFUL COUNSELOR, MIGHTY GOD,
   EVERLASTING FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE.

OF THE INCREASE OF HIS GOVERNMENT AND OF PEACE
THERE WILL BE NO END,

ON THE THRONE OF DAVID AND OVER HIS KINGDOM,
  TO ESTABLISH IT AND TO UPHOLD IT

WITH JUSTICE AND WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS
FROM THIS TIME FORTH AND FOREVERMORE.

THE ZEAL OF THE LORD OF HOSTS WILL DO THIS.

THE LIGHT OF HOPE

This is such an exciting and beautiful prophecy. And it 
makes it even more meaningful when we realize that 
this was given 700 years (give or take) before Jesus. Yet 
when you read over this, you just can’t help but think of 
Him. This is another one of those passages that we read 
every year at this time, and it gives us hope, but think 
about the hope that it would have given to the Jewish 
people all those years ago before Christ.

As you look at this passage, you can see that God is 
sending a rescuer, a deliverer. It’s easy to see how the 
Jews would have been so surprised by the way Jesus 
lived on earth. It would be hard for them to see Him 
as their Messiah since He didn’t fit the picture of a 
conquering warrior.



The history of the Jews had been very dark. Even after 
they came back to their land, it seemed like they couldn’t 
catch a break. One nation after another seemed to op-
press them. They needed someone to set them free.

NO MERE HUMAN WOULD DO

When we look at this passage, there is so much going 
on. First off, the focus is on a child. Isn’t that interesting? 
This should let us know that something really unique is 
going to happen. The answer that they are looking for is 
going to come in the form of a baby boy.

Next, look at these titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. These aren’t 
titles that you would give to just any military leader. The 
Jews stood apart from the rest of the world in that time 
because they believed that there was only one true God, 
the God who created the universe. It was blasphemy to 
worship any other God.

If we tie these ideas together, we can realize that 
even in their own Holy Scriptures, God has given the 
Jews serious hints pointing to the incarnation. This is 
a prophecy that talks about a child to be born who 
would be called God.



HINDSIGHT IS 20/20

When we read through this using the New Testament as 
a lens, we have the whole picture in view, whereas when 
they read this during the Old Testament time period, they 
only had glimpses of what God was going to do. God 
indeed was sending them a king, but He wouldn’t be like 
any other king.

He would bring light to the darkness. He would bring 
joy. He would bring freedom. He would be the best king 
ever because He would bring justice and would rule in 
righteousness. When we read between the lines, we can 
see that this can’t just be a military leader. He would 
have to be so much more.

REFLECTION

As we look toward the birth of Jesus, we can’t just 
think about Him as a baby in a manger. We have to 
remember that this is the most unique birth in all of 
human history.

The baby in that manger is not just a human being. He 
is God in the flesh, God taking on the form of a human 
being. He is the King of all kings, and He has come to be 
the Light in the darkness. The darkness that Jesus came 



into was much more than a military and political 
oppression; it was the darkness of sin. He came not to 
set the Jews free from Rome but to set the world free from 
our slavery to sin.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. When you think of Jesus leading up to Christmas, do
you just think of Him as a baby or as a Conquering King?

2. Because we can see how God prepared the world
for Jesus to come at His First Advent, how much more
can we prepare for His second?

3. Are you worshipping God just for the comfort He
gives you or because He is the King of the universe?





THERE SHALL COME FORTH A SHOOT FROM THE STUMP OF JES-
SE,

AND A BRANCH FROM HIS ROOTS SHALL BEAR FRUIT.
AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM,

THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING,
THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT,

THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD.
AND HIS DELIGHT SHALL BE IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD.

HE SHALL NOT JUDGE BY WHAT HIS EYES SEE,
OR DECIDE DISPUTES BY WHAT HIS EARS HEAR,

BUT WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS HE SHALL JUDGE THE POOR,
AND DECIDE WITH EQUITY FOR THE MEEK OF THE EARTH;

AND HE SHALL STRIKE THE EARTH WITH THE ROD OF HIS MOUTH,
AND WITH THE BREATH OF HIS LIPS HE SHALL KILL THE WICKED.

RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE THE BELT OF HIS WAIST,
AND FAITHFULNESS THE BELT OF HIS LOINS.

THE WOLF SHALL DWELL WITH THE LAMB,

Isaiah 11:1-10
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AND THE LEOPARD SHALL LIE DOWN WITH THE YOUNG GOAT,
AND THE CALF AND THE LION AND THE FATTENED CALF TOGETH-

ER;
AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM.
THE COW AND THE BEAR SHALL GRAZE;

THEIR YOUNG SHALL LIE DOWN TOGETHER;
AND THE LION SHALL EAT STRAW LIKE THE OX.

THE NURSING CHILD SHALL PLAY OVER THE HOLE OF THE CO-
BRA,

AND THE WEANED CHILD SHALL PUT HIS HAND ON THE ADDER’S 
DEN.

THEY SHALL NOT HURT OR DESTROY
IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN;

FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
LORD

AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA.

IN THAT DAY THE ROOT OF JESSE, WHO SHALL STAND AS A SIG-
NAL FOR THE PEOPLES—OF HIM SHALL THE NATIONS INQUIRE, 

AND HIS RESTING PLACE SHALL BE GLORIOUS.

THE HEART OF THE KING

First off, let’s pay attention to how God is narrowing the 
path to the Messiah. Twice in this little passage, Isaiah 
tells us that this hero is going to come through Jesse’s 
family. You remember the story, right?

Jesse was a faithful Israelite looking forward to a Messiah 
when out of nowhere, a prophet comes to tell him that 
one of his boys was going to be the king. This is where 
Jesse parades each of his sons out in front of Samuel 
but then finds out that none of them are gonna work. He 



has to actually go out into the field to get David from 
watching the sheep so that he can be anointed as the 
king! How crazy is that?! Don’t forget: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but God looks on the heart.

LIKE THE BEST PETTING ZOO EVER

As we have seen over and over, this is just another 
example of God narrowing and expanding the vision 
for His kingdom. He is narrowing it by telling us that it is 
going to come through Jesse’s family, but He is expanding 
it to include the whole world, “far as the curse it found”. 

We know that there is something wrong in the world. 
When we look around us, there is so much violence. Not 
only do we see wars and fighting among men and na-
tions, but we see it in the animal kingdom as well. When 
God created the whole world and said it was “very 
good” there was no violence, just peace.

The vision that Isaiah is giving us is of that same kind of 
peace. Have you ever watched Planet Earth or the 
Discovery channel? How do animals typically treat 
each other? More like food than friends, right? Well, 
what God is trying to show us is that in the kingdom He 
is putting together, there won’t be any violence at all.

We’ll have no need for door locks and police officers 
because everything will be just like it’s supposed to be. 



Cows, bears, wolves, lions, and children will all be 
at peace with each other because the King will be 
in control.

THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD

This is the reign of the Messiah. This is what happens 
when God makes all things right. But how is this all going 
to come about? This can only happen through the work 
of the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit of God comes on 
the scene, He brings with Him righteousness and justice.

Finally, look at verse nine. The earth will be filled with 
the knowledge of God, just like the seas cover the earth. 
This means that the Word of God is going to go out to 
the whole world. How encouraging is this?! This is the 
period of time we are living in right now. And we have 
the opportunity to be a part of it.

REFLECTION

God chose David, the youngest son of Jesse, to be the 
king. And not only that, but He chose him to be in the line 
of the Messiah, a direct ancestor of Jesus. We need to 
stop and reflect on the fact that God can use anybody 
to bring about His perfect plan in the world. This is what 
He is busy doing right now.



When we think of that little baby in the manger, we also 
need to remember that He didn’t stay a little baby; He 
grew up. He was the only man to ever live who 
perfectly followed God’s laws. He was the only one 
who was fully led by the Holy Spirit of God. Let us remember 
the Man that He was on earth and look forward to what He 
is still doing. He is going to rule and reign in a kingdom 
where there will be real peace.

In a world boiling and bubbling with hostility ready to 
erupt at any minute, we can have confidence that it will 
not always be this way. That little baby came 2,000 
years ago to bring “peace on earth and goodwill to 
men,” and He is still doing it today.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Look at God’s choice in choosing David. Is that the
one that you would have chosen?

2. How often are you distracted by outward appear-
ance and not the heart?

3. Have you ever stopped and thought through the kind
of kingdom that Jesus is bringing? What do you think
that is going to look like?





BUT YOU, O BETHLEHEM EPHRATHAH,
WHO ARE TOO LITTLE TO BE AMONG THE CLANS OF JUDAH,

FROM YOU SHALL COME FORTH FOR ME
ONE WHO IS TO BE RULER IN ISRAEL,

WHOSE COMING FORTH IS FROM OF OLD,
FROM ANCIENT DAYS.

SOME PROPHECIES ARE HARDER
THAN OTHERS
Depending on who you ask, it is possible that Jesus 
fulfilled a couple hundred prophecies from the Old 
Testament. That is absolutely incredible! Some people 
will go on and on trying to figure out the odds of this 
happening so that they can show that no mere human 
being could possibly accomplish this, and therefore Jesus 
must be God. I couldn’t agree more.

Micah 5:2
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In fact, one of my favorite illustrations comes from a 
book published by a guy named Stoner in 1957 called 
“Science Speaks.” He said that the odds of Jesus fulfilling 
just eight of these prophecies would be the same as if 
you covered the state of Texas with silver dollars two 
feet deep, marked one with a checkmark, blindfolded 
someone, and then they walked around and picked the 
marked silver dollar on their first try. 

You see what he’s saying? That’s just not possible.

When we look at the text for today, in light of this, we 
are faced with some really interesting questions. In the 
above scenario, we are talking about an adult attempting 
to fulfill these prophecies, but what about the prophecies 
about stuff that had to happen before the Messiah was 
born? What about where you’re born? Or where you 
move as an infant? What about your ancestors? See 
what we are getting at here? No one has ever been 
able to plan the city in which they were born… no one 
that is, except Jesus. And the reason He was able to do 
this is because He was and is God.

THE NOT-SO-EXPECTED PROPHET

Just like with many of these prophecies, this one looks 



really clear to us as we look back. But what did the Jews 
in the time of Jesus think about this? Did they know that 
it was a prediction of the Messiah? This is a difficult 
question to answer because it looks like it’s a mixture of 
yes and no.

First, let’s look at the “no.” During the time of Jesus, the 
Jews could be separated into two basic groups of people: 
those who were looking for the coming Messiah and 
those who weren’t. It might sound weird to say this, but 
from the New Testament’s witness, it looks like most of 
the religious leaders of the day fell into the category of 
the ones who weren’t. They had built up their own power and 
influence, and they were not ready to hand that over to 
anybody, not even the Messiah.

On the other hand, we see faithful Jews who were raised 
on the Old Testament and longed for the Messiah to 
come. This makes sense too. These were the common 
Jews who didn’t have any of the power of the leaders. 
They were the ones who felt the oppression by the Romans 
the most. Of course, they were looking for their Deliverer.

We see these people showing up as real seekers in the 
Gospels. In John, there is an interesting interaction between 
these two groups of people. Jesus has gotten up and 
told them that He is the God and that there is hope only 
in Him. Some of them say, yes, “He is the prophet” or 



“He is the Messiah,” but some say it’s not possible be-
cause Jesus is from Galilee (remember He moved a cou-
ple times as a kid). Look at verse forty-two,

  “HAS NOT THE SCRIPTURE SAID THAT THE CHRIST COMES FROM 
THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID, AND COMES FROM BETHLEHEM, THE 

VILLAGE WHERE DAVID WAS?”

THE MESSIAH TO THE GENTILES TOO

But this isn’t the only place in the New Testament where 
this comes up. We also see it as part of the Christmas 
story. From somewhere in Persia (way, way east of Israel), 
some guys were studying the stars who noticed something 
so remarkable in the sky that they had to go check it 
out. Apparently, they had studied the Old Testament 
(specifically Numbers 24) and were looking for a star 
to rise that would announce to the world the promised 
ruler of the Jews.

How crazy is this?

God sent a sign, visible to the whole world, and the only 
ones who picked up on it were this group of wise men. 
Anyway, they see this sign and go to check it out. But, 
where do they go? Bethlehem? Nope, they go to Jerusalem, 
the capital city, where the king is supposed to be. Yet 
when they arrive, there’s no new baby that fits the 



timeline, so Herod gets all his wise men together, and 
they tell him that it has to be Bethlehem, and they quote 
this passage.

The best and worst parts of this story are the reactions 
of Herod and the wise men. The wise men, who are 
Gentiles, recognize what God is doing here. They have 
studied the Jewish Scriptures and believe that Jesus is 
God incarnate. They traveled for months to find this child 
so that they could worship Him. This isn’t just some kind 
of academic interest. When they finally find Jesus, they 
fall on their faces in worship. 

But Herod, who is Jewish, who should be looking for his 
Messiah, will have nothing to do with Jesus. He lied to 
the wise men telling them that he wanted to worship Him 
too, but when he figures out where Jesus is, he tries to 
kill Him.

REFLECTION
What makes all of this so mind-boggling is that the Old 
Testament is a several thousand-year period of God 
calling His shots. Then in the New Testament, we see 
a record of Him sinking every one. What an amazing, 
powerful, and loving God we serve. He has always kept 
His promises, and He always will.



In His grace toward mankind, God let us know the exact 
place that Jesus would be born. And as if that wasn’t 
enough, He planned out the biggest billboard ever to 
announce His coming.

But let’s not look down on those people who didn’t get 
it when it was happening. It had to be really crazy to 
be living in a time when hundreds of prophecies were 
all coming together. Instead, let’s step back and praise 
God for the ones who did see it, both Jews and Gentiles. 
And not only that, let’s help others see it today.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Have you ever stopped to think about how many
predictions Jesus fulfilled? What about all of the ones
that had to do with His family line, or even where He
was born?

2. When we look at the religious leaders during the time
of Jesus, many of them were good at their “religion” but
didn’t really love and trust God. What about you? Can
you see how that could happen? What do we need to
do to make sure that doesn’t happen to us?





“BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING, DECLARES THE LORD, WHEN I 
WILL RAISE UP FOR DAVID A RIGHTEOUS BRANCH, AND HE SHALL 

REIGN AS KING AND DEAL WISELY, AND SHALL EXECUTE JUS-
TICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE LAND.  IN HIS DAYS JUDAH 
WILL BE SAVED, AND ISRAEL WILL DWELL SECURELY. AND THIS 
IS THE NAME BY WHICH HE WILL BE CALLED: ‘THE LORD IS OUR 

RIGHTEOUSNESS.’ “

A TIMELY MESSAGE

When you read this passage, you can’t help but get 
excited. This is absolutely filled with hope. There is a 
king coming from the line of David who is going to bring 
salvation. The reason why this is encouraging for us is 
because we are looking back at it through the lens of 
the stable. We know that this is talking about baby Jesus 
born from David’s line in David’s town .

Jeremiah 23:5-6
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However, the Jews to whom this was originally written 
were in a completely different context. Some of them 
had been taken into captivity, and some of them were 
getting ready to be taken. They have a “king,” but he’s 
just a puppet set up by a conquering army. He has 
no power.

Imagine you were in that situation. How much more 
meaningful would it be to know that God was going to 
send a real king? And not just any king either, this king 
would be like David (one of his actual offspring), and 
He would really rule and reign. Not only that, but He 
would bring peace. Remember that at this time, God’s 
people had already been split into two nations (Israel 
and Judah), each with separate kings. The king that 
Jeremiah was promising would be a king to bring unity 
and peace.

There would be no more wars with Assyria or Babylon. 

There would be no more deportation to foreign lands. 

God’s king would be in control.

A GODLY KING
You don’t have to look too far to realize that there is 



more going on here. Look at the attention given to 
“righteousness.” In just these two verses, we see it mentioned 
three times. First, we see that God is going to raise up 
from David’s line a “righteous” branch. This is a really 
big deal for several reasons. It’s important because even 
before Israel had their first king, God laid out how a king 
was supposed to reign. He wasn’t supposed to get a 
ton of wealth for himself, he wasn’t supposed to marry a 
bunch of women, and he wasn’t supposed to make a 
huge army. Instead, he was supposed to put his trust and 
confidence in God and His Word. Look at what God 
says through Moses:

  “AND WHEN HE SITS ON THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM, HE 
SHALL WRITE FOR HIMSELF IN A BOOK A COPY OF THIS LAW, 

APPROVED BY THE LEVITICAL PRIESTS. AND IT SHALL BE WITH 
HIM, AND HE SHALL READ IN IT ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE, THAT 

HE MAY LEARN TO FEAR THE LORD HIS GOD BY KEEPING ALL THE 
WORDS OF THIS LAW AND THESE STATUTES, AND DOING THEM, 
THAT HIS HEART MAY NOT BE LIFTED UP ABOVE HIS BROTHERS, 

AND THAT HE MAY NOT TURN ASIDE FROM THE COMMANDMENT, 
EITHER TO THE RIGHT HAND OR TO THE LEFT, SO THAT HE MAY 

CONTINUE LONG IN HIS KINGDOM, HE AND HIS
CHILDREN, IN ISRAEL.”

DEUTERONOMY 17:18-20

The Jews knew that their kings were supposed to reign 
like this. They also knew that very few of them had. 
When you read through Kings and Chronicles, it’s 
easy to see that both Israel and Judah had a bad 



track record when it came to godly kings. Knowing 
this makes this prophecy so much sweeter.

Secondly, we see that this king is going to execute 
“justice and righteousness.” This is really interesting 
because it looks like He is emphasizing both sides of the 
coin. This new king that God was sending would punish 
evil (justice) and reward the good (righteousness), and 
He would do so perfectly. The picture of this king is 
starting to look like someone a little more than human.

Finally, Jeremiah tells us that His name is going to be 
called “The LORD is our righteousness.” Okay, now I’m 
certain this can’t be a human king. God’s people from 
both the Old and New Testaments knew that only God 
is righteous. If we have a king who is given this name, 
He must be more than just a king. Maybe when it was 
written, they didn’t know that, but as we look back, we 
know for certain that this is a prophecy about Jesus. He 
is the only one who could ever be appropriately called, 
“The LORD is our righteousness.”

REFLECTION

So we’ve settled it. The only righteous one this could be 
talking about is Jesus. But is that it? Do we look back to 
Jesus in the manger and stop at that? No way, there is so 
much more. During this season of advent, we are looking 



back to the first coming of Jesus and praising God for His 
faithfulness in sending our rescuer. However, passages like 
this should remind us that we are still living in between 
the advents.  We are still looking forward to the time 
when Jesus will come again. Just like the world should 
have been expecting Him to come to Bethlehem 2,000 
years ago, the world should still be expecting Him to 
come again.

That first time He came as a humble servant. Next time, 
He will come as a conquering king.

That first time He paid for our sin with His death and 
resurrection.

This time He will come to execute justice and righteousness 
to all.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. As we prepare for Christmas, are you just thinking
about His first coming, or are you thinking about His
second coming too?

2. When Jesus comes again, He is going to bring
righteousness and justice. What should we do to
be ready for that?

3. Do you really believe that Jesus is coming again?
How should our lives reflect that?





THUS SAYS THE LORD:

“A VOICE IS HEARD IN RAMAH,
   LAMENTATION AND BITTER WEEPING.

RACHEL IS WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN;
SHE REFUSES TO BE COMFORTED FOR HER CHILDREN,

 BECAUSE THEY ARE NO MORE.”

SO MUCH MORE

People who really know who Jesus is will respond in 
one of two ways: anger or adoration. There is no middle 
ground. We see people try to do this in today’s world, 
but it really isn’t a possibility. I get really frustrated when 
I hear people say stuff about how Jesus was a “good, 
moral teacher” because that just isn’t an option. Jesus 

Jeremiah 31:15
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claimed to be God. Good, moral teachers don’t claim to 
create and sustain the universe. C.S. Lewis famously said 
in Mere Christianity:

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of 
things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. 
He would either be a lunatic—on the level with the man 
who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be 
the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this 
man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or 
something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you 
can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall 
at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not 
come with any patronising nonsense about his being a 
great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. 
He did not intend to…”

Now that we are on the same page, we can look at this 
passage. This first comes to us as a prophecy in Jeremiah, 
but then it is quoted in Matthew 1:18, where we are told 
that it has been fulfilled. But what happened?

THE STAR

As you know, when Jesus was born, a star appeared. It’s 
crazy because it looks like the only people that recognized 
it were a group of “wise men” from somewhere in the 
east. They were so impressed by this star’s appearance 



that they set out to see the one who was born “King of 
the Jews.” What’s even crazier is that they weren’t even 
Jewish. They must have had copies of the Old Testament 
lying around (possibly from Daniel’s time) and put it 
together that God was going to announce the coming 
of the king with a star.

Long story short, they show up in Jerusalem asking 
about the baby. Of course, they would go to Jerusalem, 
right? This is where the kings are supposed to live. But 
when they get there, Israel’s king, Herod, has no clue 
what they are talking about, so he gets his own wise men 
together to figure it out. They come back and say that 
according to Micah 5:2, He must be born in Bethlehem. 
That’s not bad. These guys traveled potentially 400 miles 
and made it to within six miles of Jesus on their first try. 
Herod then sends them off while trying to trick them. He 
tells them that they need to come back and tell him all 
about it so he can go and worship him too.

The good news is that God wasn’t tricked. He knew all 
that was in Herod’s heart, so later on, He appears to the 
wise men to tell them not to stop and see Herod but to 
keep on going.



POLARIZED RESPONSES

These wise men saw the star and came to worship Jesus. 
They knew that the heavenly signs were pointing to a 
heavenly baby. They knew that He was so much more 
than a baby born to be king. That is why they dropped 
everything to go and worship Him. Herod understood 
this too, but it didn’t lead him to worship. He saw Jesus 
as a threat and would not let this little baby grow up to 
displace him.

So what did Herod do? He figured out how long the star 
had been in the sky and sent his soldiers to go kill every 
little boy in the area. He wasn’t going to let anything 
threaten his power.

MOURNING TO JOY

Herod was such an evil man. I can’t imagine what would 
be going through someone’s mind for them to decide 
that their power was worth killing all those baby boys. 
What a terribly sad time.

But there is still good news. Herod failed. He tried to 
ruin God’s plan for our salvation and couldn’t do it. God 
warned Joseph to take the boy and flee to Egypt until 
Herod was gone.



Now let’s jump back to Jeremiah for just a minute. At 
the end of this chapter, we can see more of God’s good 
news. This is where we get to see that God is going to 
make a new covenant with His people. In this covenant, 
God will write His law on our hearts. He will be our 
God, and we will be His people. This is indeed a cause 
for rejoicing.

“BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING, DECLARES THE LORD, WHEN I 
WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND 

THE HOUSE OF JUDAH,

NOT LIKE THE COVENANT THAT I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON 
THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO BRING THEM OUT 

OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, MY COVENANT THAT THEY BROKE, 
THOUGH I WAS THEIR HUSBAND, DECLARES THE LORD. 

FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE 
OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, DECLARES THE LORD: I WILL PUT 
MY LAW WITHIN THEM, AND I WILL WRITE IT ON THEIR HEARTS. 

AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

AND NO LONGER SHALL EACH ONE TEACH HIS NEIGHBOR AND 
EACH HIS BROTHER, SAYING, ‘KNOW THE LORD,’ FOR THEY SHALL 

ALL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST OF THEM TO THE GREATEST, 
DECLARES THE LORD. FOR I WILL FORGIVE THEIR INIQUITY, AND 

I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SIN NO MORE.”

JEREMIAH 31:31-34

Then, as if God was anticipating our disbelief, He gives 
us proof that He will keep His promises. He is the God 
who makes the sun shine during the day, and the stars 



shine at night. He is the God who brings the waves onto 
the shore. He tells us all of this so that we can know that 
as long as these things keep happening, He is still in 
control, and we can still trust Him to keep His covenant 
with us.

REFLECTION

As we prepare for Christmas, it’s good for us to remember 
that Jesus came to a world broken by sin. Many prophecies 
were fulfilled at His birth. Most of them are so good and 
joyful, but not this one. This one reminds us that there are 
evil people in the world who hate Jesus. This was true in 
Jerusalem 2,000 years ago, and it is true today.

But this will not stop God from keeping His promises. 

We know that He is good and that He can be trusted. 
And if we want confirmation of that, we can look to the 
same things Jeremiah told us. As long as the sun still shines 
during the day, as long as the moon and stars shine at 
night, and as long as the waves continue to crash on the 
shore, God can be trusted to keep His Word



LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. In these final days leading up to Christmas, everyone
is getting excited. Are you using this to have conversa-
tions with people about who Jesus is?

2. If not, what is keeping you from that?

3. When confronted with the truth of who Jesus really is,
we have to respond in one of two ways, either in anger
or in worship. How are you responding to Him?





“BEHOLD, I WILL SEND YOU ELIJAH THE PROPHET BEFORE THE 
GREAT AND AWESOME DAY OF THE LORD COMES. AND HE WILL 
TURN THE HEARTS OF FATHERS TO THEIR CHILDREN AND THE 
HEARTS OF CHILDREN TO THEIR FATHERS, LEST I COME AND 
STRIKE THE LAND WITH A DECREE OF UTTER DESTRUCTION.”

THE ULTIMATE CLIFFHANGER

When I was growing up, there were several TV shows 
that our family would watch together. You younger 
readers might not understand this, but it used to be that 
there were only a couple TV networks, and it seemed like 
everybody watched them. And there was no recording 
(unless you somehow figured out how to program your 
VCR) and no binging. You knew when your show would 
come on, and you were home for it. The best shows were 

Malachi 4:5-6
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the ones that kept a continuous story going from week to 
week, and they would build up to the end of the season. 
For weeks they would advertise the “season finale,” and 
you couldn’t miss it. Inevitably, at the end of the last show 
of the season, there would be a huge turn of events, and 
you’d be left in suspense, not knowing how it would turn 
out. They had you. Now you’d have to wait until the next 
season before you could finally get the answer.

So why are we talking about this? Well, there is a sense 
in which this is what God did to His people with the Old 
Testament. When the Old Testament ends, you have this 
amazing promise of God’s restored kingdom. Our 
passage for today contains the last two sentences of the 
Old Testament, but so we understand the context, let’s 
look at the verses that come right before this.

THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD

It’s important to remember that Malachi is writing to 
a group of Jews who had recently come back to their 
homeland. You see, God’s people had turned away 
from God, so He sent foreign rulers to take them into 
captivity. But now they were returning. Look at the 
amazing message of hope that Malachi gives to them:



    “FOR BEHOLD, THE DAY IS COMING, BURNING LIKE AN OVEN, 
WHEN ALL THE ARROGANT AND ALL EVILDOERS WILL BE STUBBLE. 
THE DAY THAT IS COMING SHALL SET THEM ABLAZE, SAYS THE 
LORD OF HOSTS, SO THAT IT WILL LEAVE THEM NEITHER ROOT 

NOR BRANCH. BUT FOR YOU WHO FEAR MY NAME, THE SUN OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL RISE WITH HEALING IN ITS WINGS. YOU 
SHALL GO OUT LEAPING LIKE CALVES FROM THE STALL.  AND 

YOU SHALL TREAD DOWN THE WICKED, FOR THEY WILL BE ASHES 
UNDER THE SOLES OF YOUR FEET, ON THE DAY WHEN I ACT, SAYS 

THE LORD OF HOSTS.”

MALACHI 4:1-3

This is a proclamation of victory for God and for His people. 
Those who do evil will be judged, and those who love 
the Lord will rejoice. It’s a really beautiful picture. I can only 
imagine the joy and the hope that God’s people would 
have received from this. It is truly “great and awesome.”

But when was it supposed to happen?

That’s what’s crazy. They don’t know. God doesn’t tell 
them when this is going to happen. Instead, He gives 
them a sign so that they will know when it does happen. 
That’s where our text for today comes in. He tells them 
that Elijah, the prophet, is going to come, and He will 
turn the hearts of God’s people back to Him.

This is confusing for several reasons. First, Elijah has 
been gone for over 400 years, and secondly, these are 
the last recorded words of the Old Testament. After 



this, God stops speaking to His people for 400 years. 
All they know is that they need to be on the lookout for 
someone like Elijah.

ELIJAH: TAKE TWO

If you aren’t super familiar with the Old Testament, the 
one thing you need to know about the OT prophets is 
that they were most definitely outliers. These were the 
guys that didn’t care at all about social norms and cared 
only about being obedient to God. Sometimes you see 
them walking around half-naked, sometimes they lay on 
their side for over a year, and sometimes they build 
little dirt models of cities. One of these kids is doing his 
own thing.

Who do you think this verse is describing:

 HE WORE A GARMENT OF HAIR, WITH A BELT OF LEATHER 
ABOUT HIS WAIST.

You’re probably thinking John the Baptist… nope, this 
is Elijah (from 2 Kings 1:8). When John comes on the 
scene, he looks exactly like this, because in reality, John 
is the last of the Old Testament prophets. Jesus even tells 
us this in Matthew 11.



REFLECTION

All of the Old Testament, from the first book to the last 
book, is all about Jesus. From the beginning, we saw that 
God promised a great serpent killer who would come 
to save us. Here in the last chapter, we see that God 
is still keeping His promise, and He is sending one last 
prophet. When we look back on this through the lens of 
the Gospel, it is so clear to us. John the Baptist lived like 
Elijah, preached like Elijah, He even dressed like Elijah. 
When He came on the scene 2,000 years ago, it was to 
prepare the way for Jesus.

As we continue to prepare ourselves for celebrating the 
birth of Jesus, we need to remember the message of John 
the Baptist. John was focused on turning the hearts of his 
hearers back to God the Father. They needed to repent.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. God sent John the Baptist to tell His people to repent.
What about us? Are we prepared? Have we repented?
Are our hearts turned to the Father?

2. We have spent a lot of time looking at how all of
the Old Testament is about Jesus. What are some things
you have learned from this? What does that mean about
how we can trust Him?





NOW THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST TOOK PLACE IN THIS WAY. 
WHEN HIS MOTHER MARY HAD BEEN BETROTHED TO JOSEPH, BE-
FORE THEY CAME TOGETHER SHE WAS FOUND TO BE WITH CHILD 

FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND HER HUSBAND JOSEPH, BEING A 
JUST MAN AND UNWILLING TO PUT HER TO SHAME, RESOLVED 

TO DIVORCE HER QUIETLY. 

BUT AS HE CONSIDERED THESE THINGS, BEHOLD, AN ANGEL OF 
THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM IN A DREAM, SAYING, “JOSEPH, 
SON OF DAVID, DO NOT FEAR TO TAKE MARY AS YOUR WIFE, 

FOR THAT WHICH IS CONCEIVED IN HER IS FROM THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. SHE WILL BEAR A SON, AND YOU SHALL CALL HIS NAME 
JESUS, FOR HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.” ALL 
THIS TOOK PLACE TO FULFILL WHAT THE LORD HAD SPOKEN BY 

THE PROPHET:

      “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON,
 AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL”

 (WHICH MEANS, GOD WITH US). 

WHEN JOSEPH WOKE FROM SLEEP, HE DID AS THE ANGEL OF 
THE LORD COMMANDED HIM: HE TOOK HIS WIFE, BUT KNEW 
HER NOT UNTIL SHE HAD GIVEN BIRTH TO A SON. AND HE                            

CALLED HIS NAME JESUS.

Matthew 1:18-25
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THE TIME OF FULFILLMENT

It is finally happening. In our journey through the Bible, 
looking forward to Jesus, we are finally stepping over 
into the New Testament. These last five days, we are going 
to be looking at the beginning of each Gospel account 
in preparation for Christmas.

When you read through Matthew’s version of the story, 
you can’t help but be impressed by how much of the Old 
Testament he quotes referring to the events surrounding 
Jesus’ birth. We mentioned this before, but Matthew was 
Jewish and was writing to a predominantly Jewish 
audience, so it makes a lot of sense that he would 
remind them of the Old Testament prophecies. The most 
exciting part of this being the fact that all of those 
promises that God made to his people are finally coming 
true. What an amazing privilege that we have to be able 
to see it all playing out in front of us.

THE RIGHTEOUS FIANCÉ

The first thing we need to remember here is that 
engagement worked a little differently in the New 
Testament time period than it does today. When we see 
that Joseph and Mary are engaged, we need to realize 
that this was a legal agreement that required an actual 



divorce in order to break up. It was a way more serious 
commitment back in those days

As the narrative unfolds, we find out that Mary is 
pregnant and that it isn’t Joseph’s baby. If he wanted to, 
Joseph could have taken her in front of the courts and 
had her severely punished. However, he is a righteous 
man. He seems to really love and care for her. Let’s not 
let it go unnoticed that even before God reveals to him 
the reality of the situation when he still thinks that he has 
been betrayed by Mary, he plans on showing her grace.

THE FORGOTTEN PROPHECY

While Joseph was thinking about what to do with Mary, 
God sent an angel to him to give him instructions. Now, 
to be honest, we know less about this vision than we do 
about Mary’s angelic visit in Luke 1. Here, all we know is 
that an angel of the Lord appears to Joseph in a dream, 
telling him about what’s going on with Mary.

What the angel tells him is unbelievable and humanly 
impossible. He tells him that there is no earthly father 
for her baby. “That which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit.” What?! This is such an unbelievable 
message that it required an angelic messenger to 
make it believable.



In Luke’s account, we get to see Mary’s side of it. Let’s be 
honest, Mary’s surprise would have to be 1,000 times 
more surprising than Joseph’s… since we’re actually 
talking about a baby inside her body. But should it really 
be a surprise? I mean, we already talked about Isaiah 
7:14. Didn’t they know that God had prophesied that a 
virgin would have a baby and that that baby would be 
our savior?

This is where we need to revisit our conversation about 
prophecies with more than one fulfillment. I really believe 
that most Jews believed that the prophecy in Isaiah 7 
was completely fulfilled with Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 

Think about it. If they really thought that it was still supposed 
to be fulfilled, wouldn’t every unmarried, Jewish girl be 
thinking, “Fingers crossed, it might be me?” I think so. 
I mean, when Joe found out about Mary’s pregnancy, 
shouldn’t his first thought have been, “I wonder if Mary is 
the fulfillment of the prophecy of the Seed of the woman from 
Genesis 3 and the virgin that Isaiah prophesied about 
in Isaiah 7?” (Okay that might be an exaggeration… 
but you get the point) Anyway, I think Mary and Joseph 
are rightfully surprised because even though we know 
that God clearly communicated in Isaiah about a virgin 
birth, it totally wasn’t on their radar. It really is a surprise.



I LOVE IT WHEN A PLAN COMES
TOGETHER

It’s all finally starting to fit in place. We said this before, 
but now it is even clearer, when Isaiah prophesied about 
the virgin having a baby, it was always intended to be 
about Mary having Jesus. Yes, it was also about what 
happened in Isaiah 8, but that doesn’t take anything 
away from it really being about Jesus. This is so clear 
because now we understand the full meaning of the 
baby being called “Immanuel.” Sure, in Isaiah 8, the 
baby that was born showed God’s people that He was 
with them, but when Jesus is born, He actually is God. 
He truly is God with us.

In addition to being called Immanuel, God tells Joseph 
that he is supposed to name the baby Jesus. But this 
needs a little explanation since He tells him, “for He will 
save His people from their sins.”

How does that fit in? Well, the name Jesus comes from 
the Hebrew name Joshua which means, “Yahweh is 
salvation.” If there was any doubt in Joseph’s mind that 
his son was going to be the anointed rescuer, it should 
be gone now. God is telling him that the little baby that 
he has been chosen to raise is both the Messiah and 
God incarnate.



REFLECTION
As we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus, we 
need to remember that this is not something that is easy 
to believe. We need to intentionally make sure that we 
don’t take all of this for granted. We’ve seen nativity sets 
our whole lives, but let’s pause today to remember what 
a huge deal this is. God worked a miracle when Mary 
became pregnant. It took an angelic vision to convince 
them what was going on, so don’t be surprised if others 
don’t believe it either.

We need to follow the example of Joseph and respond 
with faith. We can see from this text that Joseph believed 
because he “named the baby Jesus.” This was Joseph’s 
way of saying that this child was the Savior of the world. 
He was born as a Savior 2,000 years ago and today 
remains the only way for people to be saved from 
their sins.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. This is the easiest time of the year to talk about Jesus.
As you talk to people every day about Christmas, are
you just talking about family, food, and presents or are
you reminding them of who Jesus really is?

2. When life is hard, and we see darkness all around us,
how can you find any peace?

3. What does it mean for Jesus to really be Immanuel…
that is “God with us?”





THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF 
GOD.

   AS IT IS WRITTEN IN ISAIAH THE PROPHET,

     “BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE,
   WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY,

THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS:
   ‘PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD,

 MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT,’”

   JOHN APPEARED, BAPTIZING IN THE WILDERNESS AND PRO-
CLAIMING A BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE FOR THE FORGIVENESS 
OF SINS. AND ALL THE COUNTRY OF JUDEA AND ALL JERUSA-
LEM WERE GOING OUT TO HIM AND WERE BEING BAPTIZED BY 

HIM IN THE RIVER JORDAN, CONFESSING THEIR SINS.

NOW JOHN WAS CLOTHED WITH CAMEL’S HAIR AND WORE A 
LEATHER BELT AROUND HIS WAIST AND ATE LOCUSTS AND WILD 
HONEY. AND HE PREACHED, SAYING, “AFTER ME COMES HE WHO 
IS MIGHTIER THAN I, THE STRAP OF WHOSE SANDALS I AM NOT 
WORTHY TO STOOP DOWN AND UNTIE. I HAVE BAPTIZED YOU 

WITH WATER, BUT HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Mark 1:1-8
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INTERSECTING ROADS

If you have ever read through the Gospel of Mark, you 
will realize that he moves quickly through everything. In 
fact, the word most connected with Mark is “immediately.” 
It’s like he doesn’t have any time to slow down. He’s got 
to get to it right now. In light of this, when we see him 
quoting Scripture like this, we shouldn’t be surprised. In 
this one quotation, he’s actually quoting from two different 
books of the Old Testament. He doesn’t have time to 
stop and tell you how they’re connected, but thankfully 
we do.

The first part of this is from Malachi 3:1,

 “BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER, AND HE WILL PREPARE THE 
WAY BEFORE ME.”

In this context, God’s people have been crying out for 
justice, asking God where He is. God replies by telling 
them that He will come and He will bring justice with 
Him. And, so that they can be certain, He lets them know 
that He will send His messenger first. What we have to 
remember when we read this is that God is sending 
this messenger to prepare for His actual coming. 
Mark is telling us that God is personally coming to 
His people, and John the Baptist is going to prepare 



the way for Him.

Next is a quotation from Isaiah 40. We should notice 
that Mark strings both of these together as if it was one 
coherent quotation. He is telling us that Malachi and 
Isaiah were talking about the same thing. So what’s 
happening in Isaiah?

A VOICE CRIES; 
“IN THE WILDERNESS PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD;

    MAKE STRAIGHT IN THE DESERT A HIGHWAY FOR OUR GOD.”

In Isaiah, the context is pretty similar. God’s people were 
crying out to Him for relief. Don’t forget, this word is 
coming to a group of people that were constantly under 
oppression. They wanted deliverance. They wanted to 
finally feel like God’s people again.

Isaiah 40 is a word from God to His people. He tells 
Isaiah to speak gently to them to give them comfort. But 
why should they be comforted? They should be comforted 
because they are God’s chosen people, loved by God.

The next couple of chapters spell out the blessings that 
God has for them. He reminds them that He is the God 
who is there for them. You cannot compare Him to false 
gods and idols who are nothing. He is the great God 



over all the earth, and He is going to save them.

FIRST THINGS, FIRST

God wanted His people to know that He was coming to 
be with them, but first, He was going to send someone 
to prepare the way. Look and see what Mark is saying 
here. He is telling us that Jesus is God. Don’t miss that. 
God promised to come, and He came. And just so we 
are clear who Jesus is, God has sent us a messenger to 
come before Him to make way for Him.

Now that we are clear who all the players are, what 
are we supposed to do to prepare for His arrival? Mark 
makes this super clear. We are supposed to respond 
with confession and repentance. This is what John was 
proclaiming. God is coming, so repent and be ready for 
His arrival.

REFLECTION

As we look forward to Christmas day and the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus, we should stand back and marvel 
at the way God has worked in all things. Throughout the 
Old Testament, He had a consistent message of hope 
that would bring peace to the world. He loved His 
people so much that He made promises to them. And 
then, so nobody would miss it, when the fullness of time 



had come, He graciously sent John the Baptist to 
prepare the way.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. It’s been 2000 years since the first advent of Jesus,
but many are still not ready for Him. Are you ready?
Are you living a life characterized by confession and
repentance?

2. As we get ready to celebrate the first advent, are we
busy preparing for the next?

3. We cannot forget that just as surely as Jesus came the
first time, He will come again. But this time, He isn’t going
to send John the Baptist to help the world get ready. He
doesn’t have to. He has already sent us. How are you
helping to prepare the way for the Lord?





IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH 
GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH 

GOD. ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, AND WITHOUT 
HIM WAS NOT ANY THING MADE THAT WAS MADE. IN HIM WAS 

LIFE, AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN. THE LIGHT SHINES IN 
THE DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS HAS NOT OVERCOME IT.

   THERE WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD, WHOSE NAME WAS JOHN. 
HE CAME AS A WITNESS, TO BEAR WITNESS ABOUT THE LIGHT, 

THAT ALL MIGHT BELIEVE THROUGH HIM. HE WAS NOT THE 
LIGHT, BUT CAME TO BEAR WITNESS ABOUT THE LIGHT.

 THE TRUE LIGHT, WHICH GIVES LIGHT TO EVERYONE, WAS COM-
ING INTO THE WORLD. HE WAS IN THE WORLD, AND THE WORLD 
WAS MADE THROUGH HIM, YET THE WORLD DID NOT KNOW HIM. 
HE CAME TO HIS OWN, AND HIS OWN PEOPLE DID NOT RECEIVE 
HIM. BUT TO ALL WHO DID RECEIVE HIM, WHO BELIEVED IN HIS 

NAME, HE GAVE THE RIGHT TO BECOME CHILDREN OF GOD, WHO 
WERE BORN, NOT OF BLOOD NOR OF THE WILL OF THE FLESH 

NOR OF THE WILL OF MAN, BUT OF GOD.

John 1:1-18
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   AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US, AND 

WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY, GLORY AS OF THE ONLY SON FROM THE 

FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH.

(JOHN BORE WITNESS ABOUT HIM, AND CRIED OUT, “THIS WAS 

HE OF WHOM I SAID, ‘HE WHO COMES AFTER ME RANKS BEFORE 

ME, BECAUSE HE WAS BEFORE ME.’”) FOR FROM HIS FULLNESS WE 

HAVE ALL RECEIVED, GRACE UPON GRACE. FOR THE LAW WAS 

GIVEN THROUGH MOSES; GRACE AND TRUTH CAME THROUGH 

JESUS CHRIST. NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN GOD; THE ONLY GOD, 

WHO IS AT THE FATHER’S SIDE, HE HAS MADE HIM KNOWN.

INTENTIONAL ECHO

If you were going to summarize the book of John in one 

phrase, it would be “Jesus is God.” It seems like everywhere 

you turn in the book of John, either Jesus is saying that 

He is God, one of the supporting characters is saying it, 

or, as we have right here, John himself is making it clear.

Even those who aren’t very familiar with the Bible can 

realize that John is intentionally using the same language 

as the creation account in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning 

God created.” But why would he do this? He is letting 

us know that the God who created the whole world by 

the word of His mouth at the beginning is none other 

than Jesus Christ.



THE GRAND ARRIVAL

Remember that we call this season we are celebrating 
“advent.” We explained at the beginning that it comes 
from a word that means arrival. So this whole month, we 
have been celebrating the arrival of Jesus into the world.

Today we need to pause and think about the fact that 
when someone “arrives” somewhere, it means that they 
were somewhere else first. Does that make sense? What 
I mean by this is very important. Jesus did not come into 
existence at His birth. In fact, Jesus never came into existence 
at all. Jesus has always existed. This month we are 
celebrating the time when the eternal God arrived in 
our world as a baby boy.

THIS HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE PLAN

When Jesus created mankind in the garden, we had 
fellowship with Him. This is what God intended. God 
made mankind in His own image for a relationship with 
Him. Unfortunately, you know what happened, man 
sinned, and our relationship with God was damaged.

But this isn’t the end of the story.

God already had a plan to restore our relationship with 



Him. And the rest of the Bible tells us the story about how 
God was making a way for us to have fellowship with 
Him again. We get to see glimpses of it in the Old Testament, 
but we see the fullness of it in Jesus Christ.

One really cool thing we need to point out in this 
passage has to do with the word “dwell.” As you 
may remember, the New Testament was written in the 
Greek language, and this Greek word is really 
interesting. It normally isn’t translated as “dwell.” The 
Greeks have other words for that. This word is usually 
translated as something like “to live in a tent” and is the 
same word that the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament uses for the tabernacle. 

If we were going to translate this literally, we would say, 
“the word became flesh and tabernacled with us.” How 
awesome is that?! Remember that during the sojourn of 
God’s people between Egypt and the promised land, 
God did not leave His people alone, but He was with 
them… in the tabernacle. God’s glory would rest on the 
tabernacle, and He would meet with His people there. I 
think this is exactly what John is referring to here. Look at 
the next verse. John continues by saying that “we have 
seen His glory.” In this little introduction to John’s Gospel, 
he is intentionally making it clear that Jesus created the 
world and that He tabernacled with His people.



COVER TO COVER
While we are on the subject of the restoration of our 
relationship with God, I can’t help but jump to the end 
of the story. So, remember when I said that this was 
a unique Greek word? Well, it turns out that it is only 
used five times in the New Testament, and all of them 
are by John. Let’s look at one more place where we see 
it, and this time it is just as glorious.

THEN I SAW A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, FOR THE FIRST 
HEAVEN AND THE FIRST EARTH HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THE SEA 

WAS NO MORE.  AND I SAW THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM, 
COMING DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM GOD, PREPARED AS A 

BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND. AND I HEARD A LOUD VOICE 
FROM THE THRONE SAYING, “BEHOLD, THE DWELLING PLACE OF 
GOD IS WITH MAN. HE WILL DWELL WITH THEM, AND THEY WILL 

BE HIS PEOPLE, AND GOD HIMSELF WILL BE WITH THEM AS THEIR 
GOD. HE WILL WIPE AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES, AND 

DEATH SHALL BE NO MORE, NEITHER SHALL THERE BE MOURNING, 
NOR CRYING, NOR PAIN ANYMORE, FOR THE FORMER THINGS 

HAVE PASSED AWAY.”

REVELATION 21:1-4

REFLECTION
As we think about Jesus coming to earth as a baby, we 
need to remember that this is exactly what God wanted. 
This is the central component of His plan to restore us in 
relationship with Him. The creator of the universe actually 



became a human baby boy in order to save us. He 
became one of us.

The incarnation of Jesus provides a hinge for all of 
human history. In one sense, we can see this as the end 
of the story. After all, look at all of the Old Testament 
prophecies that find their “end” in Him. But in another 
sense, Jesus coming in the flesh is only the beginning 
of the story, and the end will happen when He comes 
again and tabernacles with us forever. Let us marvel at 
His grace and goodness as we live our lives in the light 
of the first advent and the shadow of the second.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Why is it important that God wants to dwell with us?

2. What keeps us from dwelling with God the way that
He intended?

3. What did Jesus do to make this possible?

4. What is it going to look like when the prophecy from
Revelation 21 is fulfilled?

5. Are you living like this is going to be a reality?





 IN THE DAYS OF HEROD, KING OF JUDEA, THERE WAS A PRIEST 
NAMED ZECHARIAH, OF THE DIVISION OF ABIJAH. AND HE HAD A 
WIFE FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF AARON, AND HER NAME WAS ELIZ-
ABETH. AND THEY WERE BOTH RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD, WALKING 

BLAMELESSLY IN ALL THE COMMANDMENTS AND STATUTES OF 
THE LORD. BUT THEY HAD NO CHILD, BECAUSE ELIZABETH WAS 

BARREN, AND BOTH WERE ADVANCED IN YEARS.

 NOW WHILE HE WAS SERVING AS PRIEST BEFORE GOD WHEN 
HIS DIVISION WAS ON DUTY,  ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF 

THE PRIESTHOOD, HE WAS CHOSEN BY LOT TO ENTER THE TEMPLE 
OF THE LORD AND BURN INCENSE. 

AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE WERE PRAYING OUT-
SIDE AT THE HOUR OF INCENSE. AND THERE APPEARED TO HIM AN 
ANGEL OF THE LORD STANDING ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE AL-

TAR OF INCENSE. AND ZECHARIAH WAS TROUBLED WHEN HE SAW 
HIM, AND FEAR FELL UPON HIM. BUT THE ANGEL SAID TO HIM,

Luke 1:5-17

D AY  T W E N T Y- F O U R

PREPARE YE

THE WAY!



“DO NOT BE AFRAID, ZECHARIAH, FOR YOUR PRAYER HAS BEEN 
HEARD, AND YOUR WIFE ELIZABETH WILL BEAR YOU A SON, AND 

YOU SHALL CALL HIS NAME JOHN. AND YOU WILL HAVE JOY 
AND GLADNESS, AND MANY WILL REJOICE AT HIS BIRTH,  FOR 

HE WILL BE GREAT BEFORE THE LORD.

AND HE MUST NOT DRINK WINE OR STRONG DRINK, AND HE 
WILL BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, EVEN FROM HIS MOTH-
ER’S WOMB. AND HE WILL TURN MANY OF THE CHILDREN OF 

ISRAEL TO THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND HE WILL GO BEFORE HIM 
IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF 
THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN, AND THE DISOBEDIENT TO THE 

WISDOM OF THE JUST, TO MAKE READY FOR THE LORD A PEOPLE 
PREPARED.”

A LITTLE DEJA VU

We are one day out from Christmas, so it only makes 
sense that we talk about John the Baptist today. After all, 
he is the one who prepares us for the coming of Jesus. 
When we take a minute to step back from this story and 
look at it in light of the rest of the Bible, we are struck 
with some really interesting similarities regarding the 
way God works in history.

Have you noticed that God seems to prefer working in 
similar ways at different times?

Take this situation, for example. You have an older 
couple that God has decided to work through who 
are beyond the childbearing years. Then all of a sudden, 
you have a messenger from heaven tell them that they 



are going to have a baby boy. Sound familiar? Yeah, 
this is very similar to what happened with Abraham and 
Sarah. The difference in this situation is that it’s the dad 
who didn’t believe.  

THE MUTE PRIEST

Here we have Zechariah. He is taking his turn, offering 
up prayers and incense in the temple. Then out of 
nowhere, the angel Gabriel appears to him, and Zechariah 
freaks out.

Of course, he did! I couldn’t imagine the shock that he 
experienced. I’m picturing him closing his eyes in prayer 
and then opening them to move on to the next candle 
he’s supposed to light, and BOOM! There’s an angelic 
warrior right there with him in this sacred space. No 
wonder Gabriel has to tell him to not be afraid.

Now I understand that he’s old and his wife Elizabeth 
is old, but you would think that sending Gabriel to tell 
someone something would be enough to convince him 
of just about anything. I mean, we’re talking about an 
angel that just came from standing before God. But he 
didn’t believe… and Gabriel knew it. So, since he didn’t 
believe, Gabriel tells him that he won’t be able to speak 
until his wife has her baby boy.



IT’S ALL STARTING TO CLICK

I’m assuming that as soon as Zechariah gets struck with 
silence, it all starts coming together. Look at the content 
of what Gabriel said to him. His son is going to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit of God and go before the Lord. He 
is going to go in the spirit of Elijah and turn the hearts of 
God’s people to Him to prepare them for His coming. 
His son is the fulfillment of dozens of prophecies. I’m sure 
he was so humbled by these realizations.

The good news is that we know that he finally did get 
it. Eventually, his wife has the baby and the day comes 
for them to name the boy. Everyone there just assumed 
that they would name the boy after the father, but then 
Zechariah breaks the silence, speaks up, and says, “his 
name is John”.

And that’s not all he says. Once he started talking, he just 
kept ongoing. He obviously caught the Christmas spirit. 
Look at his words to his newborn son.  

    AND YOU, CHILD, WILL BE CALLED THE PROPHET OF THE 
MOST HIGH;

FOR YOU WILL GO BEFORE THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS,
TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION TO HIS PEOPLE

IN THE FORGIVENESS OF THEIR SINS,



BECAUSE OF THE TENDER MERCY OF OUR GOD,
WHEREBY THE SUNRISE SHALL VISIT US FROM ON HIGH

TO GIVE LIGHT TO THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND IN THE 
SHADOW OF DEATH,

TO GUIDE OUR FEET INTO THE WAY OF PEACE.”

LUKE 1:76-79

TIME TO GET TO WORK

The Lord sent John to go before Jesus and announce 
His coming. What’s crazy is that he started doing this 
even before he was born. Here’s how it all shakes out. 
First, Gabriel goes to Zechariah to announce the birth 
of John. Then he goes to Mary to tell her about Jesus. 
In fact, part of the proof Gabriel offers to Mary to help 
her believe the crazy message that he’s giving her is that 
her elderly cousin is Elizabeth is pregnant too. After this, 
when Mary goes to visit Elizabeth, John actually jumps 
around inside of Elizabeth.

What?! This is unbelievable! Before John is even born, 
he is pointing people to Jesus!

REFLECTION

Tomorrow we are going to celebrate the birth of Jesus 
into the world. It is so easy to get side-tracked and 
derailed into focusing on countless things that don’t 



matter. But that is not for us. We need to remember that 
we are celebrating the fact that God came to earth. Today, 
as we have looked at the miraculous birth of John the 
Baptist, we need to realize that God has gone to great 
lengths to show the world the love that He has for us. He 
sent a miracle to proclaim an even greater miracle, and 
we are the recipients of it. We should respond the way 
that Mary did when Elizabeth told her how John was 
jumping inside her.

“MY SOUL MAGNIFIES THE LORD,
AND MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN GOD MY SAVIOR,

FOR HE HAS LOOKED ON THE HUMBLE ESTATE OF HIS SERVANT.
FOR BEHOLD, FROM NOW ON ALL GENERATIONS WILL CALL ME 

BLESSED;
FOR HE WHO IS MIGHTY HAS DONE GREAT THINGS FOR ME,

AND HOLY IS HIS NAME.
AND HIS MERCY IS FOR THOSE WHO FEAR HIM

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.”

LUKE 1:46-50

God has indeed blessed us with His presence. We cannot 
miss it.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Look at what Zechariah said to his son. These things
have happened. We have the knowledge of His
salvation! We have His tender mercy! We have His
light! What are you doing with this?



2. Are you responding in the same way Mary did? Are
you rejoicing in God your Savior?





IN THOSE DAYS A DECREE WENT OUT FROM CAESAR AUGUSTUS 
THAT ALL THE WORLD SHOULD BE REGISTERED.  THIS WAS THE 

FIRST REGISTRATION WHEN QUIRINIUS WAS GOVERNOR OF SYR-
IA. AND ALL WENT TO BE REGISTERED, EACH TO HIS OWN TOWN. 

AND JOSEPH ALSO WENT UP FROM GALILEE, FROM THE TOWN 
OF NAZARETH, TO JUDEA, TO THE CITY OF DAVID, WHICH IS 

CALLED BETHLEHEM, BECAUSE HE WAS OF THE HOUSE AND LIN-
EAGE OF DAVID, TO BE REGISTERED WITH MARY, HIS BETROTHED, 
WHO WAS WITH CHILD. AND WHILE THEY WERE THERE, THE TIME 

CAME FOR HER TO GIVE BIRTH. AND SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HER 
FIRSTBORN SON AND WRAPPED HIM IN SWADDLING CLOTHS AND 

LAID HIM IN A MANGER, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO PLACE FOR 
THEM IN THE INN.

   AND IN THE SAME REGION THERE WERE SHEPHERDS OUT IN THE 
FIELD, KEEPING WATCH OVER THEIR FLOCK BY NIGHT. AND AN 

ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO THEM, AND THE GLORY OF 
THE LORD SHONE AROUND THEM, AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH 

GREAT FEAR. 

Luke 2:1-14

D AY  T W E N T Y- F I V E

JESUS

IS BORN!



AND THE ANGEL SAID TO THEM, “FEAR NOT, FOR BEHOLD, I 
BRING YOU GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY THAT WILL BE FOR ALL 
THE PEOPLE. FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF 
DAVID A SAVIOR, WHO IS CHRIST THE LORD. AND THIS WILL BE A 
SIGN FOR YOU: YOU WILL FIND A BABY WRAPPED IN SWADDLING 

CLOTHS AND LYING IN A MANGER.”

AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL A MULTITUDE OF 
THE HEAVENLY HOST PRAISING GOD AND SAYING,

“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST,
AND ON EARTH PEACE AMONG THOSE WITH WHOM HE IS 

PLEASED!”

AND THE HITS KEEP ON COMING

First off, Merry Christmas! We’re here. It’s Christmas 
day. We have been looking forward to this day all year 
and counting down to it all month. Today is when we get 
to see everything come together perfectly.

Remember all those prophecies about whose family the 
Messiah would come through? Well, it’s happening. If 
you have any doubts, you can see all their names in 
Matthew 1, where he traces the genealogy all the way 
down from Abraham to Jesus (or can listen to Andrew 
Peterson’s song “Matthew’s Begats”).

Today we get to see all the promises coming together in 
one glorious birth. We get to see God keeping His word 
to His people: to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Jesse, 
Ruth, David, Joseph, Mary, and others. But how does 



God do it?

You and I both remember that Gabriel appeared to Joseph 
and Mary, telling them about Jesus, right? And we know 
that way before that, he promised that the baby would be 
born in Bethlehem. But did you ever stop and realize that 
Joseph didn’t even live in Bethlehem? Sure, it’s where His 
great, great, great grandfather David lived, but that was 
1,000 years earlier. It looks like Joseph actually lived about 
100 miles from Bethlehem.

So how and why did he get to Bethlehem for the birth of 
Jesus?

YOU JUST CAN’T MAKE THIS
STUFF UP

On the one side, you have a pregnant virgin with an 
elderly cousin who is also pregnant, both of which have 
been announced by angels from heaven.

On the other hand, you have a pagan ruler who wants 
to get as much tax money as he can from those he is 
ruling over.

What do they have in common? God is sovereign over 
them all. Somehow, God put it in the heart of this Caesar 



that he needed to tax the people of Israel, and the best 
way to do this is to get everyone back to their ancestral 
hometowns so they can be properly registered. And it 
just so happens that this is the exact time that Mary is 
getting ready to give birth to her son. No way! Do you 
realize the odds of this happening? It’s absolutely crazy. 
Joseph and Mary were not trying to intentionally make 
sure that the prophecy about the Messiah coming from 
Bethlehem got fulfilled (they might not have even put it 
together).

But God was. God orchestrated events so that this 
pregnant girl would have to make this 100 mile trip at 
the perfect time in all of history. This is amazing.

AND IT CAME TO PASS

So there we have it. God made a way to bring Mary to 
Bethlehem to give birth to Jesus. You all know the story. 
They tried to find a hotel to stay in, but everything was 
booked. The only place they could get shelter was a 
run-down stable.

Let’s not let this go by unnoticed. The eternal God who 
spoke the universe into creation chose to humble Himself 
to become a human baby. Not only that, but He did not 
choose a life of wealth and luxury. Instead, He chose 



to be born in a stable, wrapped in rags, and laid down 
to sleep in a feeding trough. When Jesus came into the 
world, He wasn’t greeted by pomp and ceremony. He 
was greeted by a small group of stinky, smelly shepherds. 
Even at his birth, He showed us what true humility looks 
like.

REFLECTION
Let’s celebrate today. What an awesome opportunity to 
spend time with friends and family, to enjoy each 
other’s company, and to give gifts. But don’t let any of 
that eclipse the real reason we are rejoicing. We 
are celebrating the amazing series of miracles that 
culminated in God becoming a baby boy. And remember, 
this is only the beginning of the story.

Jesus was born as a baby, but He didn’t stay a baby. 
Jesus lived the life that we could never live. He followed 
God’s Word perfectly, and even though He was tempted 
with every possible temptation, He never sinned. After 
a perfect life, He gave Himself up to be crucified on a 
cross to take on the penalty for our sin so that we could 
have His righteousness. He was buried in a borrowed 
tomb but did not stay dead. On the third day, He rose 
from the grave, proclaiming His victory over sin, death, 
and the grave. When we celebrate Christmas, we are 
celebrating the Gospel.



Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. Christmas 
gives us an opportunity to respond. If you have never 
believed in Him, I mean really believed, then please do 
so today. The only explanation for all of these amazing 
coincidences coming together in the person and work 
of Jesus Christ is that they aren’t coincidences. All of this 
was planned out by an eternal, gracious God as a plan 
to restore our relationship with Him and provide for us 
an eternal salvation. It is because of all of this that we 
can join with the angels and say,

“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST,”

LUKE 2:14

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

Let’s celebrate today, but don’t forget that it’s not just 
about friends, family, food, and presents under the tree. 
The greatest gift that we should think about today is that 
Jesus came to save us from our sins.

Now let’s go open some presents!
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